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Dear Friends,

This December Chronicles comes at a time when seasons are beginning
and ending, weather either delights or annoys and the life of the church is both
exciting and unsettled. We begin a new year in the Church on November 27
with the First Sunday of Advent. Everyone hopes this will be a great and
glorious year filled with honoring God and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
ever more distinctive ways. At the same time, a lot of us are feeling uneasy
that this new year might bring sadness and challenges which will test the power
of our faith. Changes which have happened in our parish family add to our
concerns and, without further gouging at a wound, I want to add to some
reassurances that some people have already heard and others may have missed.

I spoke to the congregation on a recent Sunday and urged them to
remember that we are a Christian community whose life is built on faith in
Christ. As Paul says, “For no other foundation can any one lay than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” This is our identity and that Personality which is
Christ allows us to be flexible, forgiving, accepting and utterly confident in the
power of God in our lives and decisions. When people hurt, when we are
dismayed, as we seek to adjust our expectations, we are always living in the
power of Christ and he will give us new life...always. This is not the message
of the world, but is the promise of the Kingdom. Again, St. Paul comes to our
rescue when he clearly reminds us of the undisputed promise of Christian
Hope:

We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has
been given to us.

This is the season to begin again in claiming the faith that has been
given to us. This year, maybe we need even more readiness to receive the
blessing of Hope in Christ as he leads us into his kingdom, day by day, moment
by moment.

May His peace be yours,

Stevendr

Co-Editors: Kathleen Bryce-Niles and
Christine Hicks-Usta

Administrative Assistant: Karen Sandburg
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From the Choir Room...

“Sleepers wake!” A voice astounds us, the
shout of rampart guards surrounds us:
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”...Rise up, and give
us light; the Bridegroom is in sight.” (Hymn
62,vs. 1)

We need this rousing reminder, lest
our thoughts and energies wander beyond
the true meaning of this season. John the
Baptist prepared the way for the Messiah,
and in Advent we prepare our hearts once
again for the Lord's coming. The emphasis
of our Advent worship is on His arrival; in
the carols (did you know that Carols are
actually dances or songs of praise and
joy?), the Scripture readings, the declara-
tions and the prayers.

Our annual Service of Advent Les-
sons and Carols will be celebrated on Sun-
day, December 4 at 5:00. Calvary’s own
Annie Newall will be guest oboist for the
prelude and will join the choir on one of
the anthems. This year’s “not to be
missed” service will include favorite
hymns, readings and anthems by Archer,
Schweizer, Bruckner and Handel.

Let us, together as a Parish family,
ask that Jesus come into our lives. Let us,
together, as a Parish family, share the new
“beginning” as we await the coming of our
Lord and Saviour to warm our hearts and
minds. See you on the 4th!

...debi

Michael Day deserves a very spe-
cial THANK YOU for the work he per-
formed on our Calvary website. With as-
sistance from Karen Sandburg, Michael
put his talents to use redesigning and
cleaning up our webpage. If we haven’t
said it properly or enough times, then

Text of the award plaque recently pre-
sented to Calvary:

THE RT. REV.
HAROLD B. ROBINSON
AWARD
Presented to
Calvary Episcopal Church
Williamsville

In appreciation of consistent
support and growth of
Episcopal Community

Services Campaign
within your parish
October 28, 2005

"I believe that friends are quiet angels who lift
us to our feet when our wings have trouble re-
membering how to fly."

One concept that is hard to wrap
one's psyche around at Calvary is the low
attendance figures each and every Sun-
day. Now that those numbers are being
publicized via the weekly bulletin, those
who are in attendance can see, both nu-
merically and visually, the paucity of wor-
shippers. Frankly, I am stymied. The joint
is jumping, the altar work is fine, the kids
are in their classes, Calvin has the adult
learners talking his praises into every ear
that will listen, the social life is super....So,
what is keeping our people home in
droves?

Let me tell you this...the regulars,
those warming the pews week after week,
understand at least two things: (1) Calvary
means worship, and (2) Calvary means
friendship. Virtually any of the regulars
know that if they are lonely, sad, happy,
nonplussed, upset (just knock yourself out
with virtually any adjective or adverb you can
resurrect), they can call on all the others to
share, help, commiserate...or, of course,
share a tasteful bottle of merlot.

We'd really like it if you would
show up for the Big Guy...no, silly, not Ste-
ven - God! But if that won't drag your butt
out of bed on a cold, weekend morn-
ing...for the love of God....come for friend-
ship! And, you know what? The God
stuff will follow thereafter. You must re-
call all that "image and likeness" busi-
ness...In all our fallibility, we are there -
the image and the likeness...as best we can
muster it. Now, get up and get with the
program. This is too fine a "family" to dis-
appoint. KBN



At our recent workshops on
Planned Giving, people asked, “What is
the Calvary Legacy Society and how do I
join?” Each and every member of the par-
ish is eligible. Just think about what Cal-
vary means or has meant to you and, in
your own way, commit yourself to sup-
porting the Calvary Endowment Fund. By
doing so, you will become a charter mem-
ber and be recognized as one of Calvary’s
benefactors.
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tion in the mail after Christmas!
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1) Everyone should have a will, but less
than 50% do.

2) Contributions to the Endowment Fund
can be made during your lifetime, not just
after death.

3) Designating Calvary as the beneficiary
of a portion of an insurance policy or re-
tirement asset is quick and easy. It can
also result in tax savings to your estate
and benefit your heirs.

4) Calvary’s Endowment Fund stands at
just over $1.2 million. Of that, about half
is in Undesignated Funds. Within that
amount, only a small portion (no more
than 5%) is available for such needs as
capital improvements, outreach minis-
tries, enhancing existing programs, and
special projects or new ministries.

Considering the importance of our
mission, our modest endowment does not
go very far. We are only temporary resi-
dents of this world, but the parish and its
endowment exist in perpetuity. Planned
giving is an investment in the future.

Need more information?

Pick up our handouts at tables in
the narthex and Reception Room: Prepar-
ing to Write Your Will and Types of
Planned Gifts to Calvary.

Frank and Wilma Cipolla
Co-chairs, Planned Giving Committee

Congregational Care Christmas:
Don’s Story

One holiday season a few years
ago, a friend of mine was going through a
tough time. Facing a divorce, having to
find a new way to live, “Don” should have
been sullen and withdrawn. He couldn’t
afford Christmas gifts and he wasn’t in a
holiday mood so we didn’t expect to see
him much during the season.
One night just before Christmas, I came
home to find on my doorstep an orange and
two pieces of chocolate for each of my kids
in a simple cellophane bag tied with a rib-
bon.

Who could have left me these gifts?
This secret Santa left no card, no name on
the gift. He came when he knew we would-
n’t be home.

It took me a few days to figure out
who brought it. It was Don. Rather than
wallow in his own life’s circumstances, he
decided it would be so much better to offer
simple gifts to those he cared about.

It was the best orange I ever had.

I tell you this story because this
season, [ want to be like “Don.” And it
would be so good if many of you who have
a few minutes to spare could join me.

Congregational Care is meeting on
Nov. 29 at 4 pm. At that time we will do
what we always do:

Enjoy the people who are with us

that afternoon.

Talk about who in our parish needs

our attention and what form our at-

tention should take.

Plan a little Christmas bag (an or-

ange? some chocolate?) for the

members of our parish who need to

be remembered at this time of year.

Please join us for future meetings.

Bernadette Ruof
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Innovative Changes in the
Prayers of the People

The Worship Committee has been
working to create opportunities for in-
creased participation by people in the Con-
gregation during our Sunday morning
worship. If you attended the 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist during Sundays in Novem-
ber, you have had occasion to hear and
perhaps participate in a trial format for
reading the Prayers of the People. While
we are looking for ways to enhance this
portion of our Sunday worship, we real-
ized that we already had a somewhat dif-
ferent model for the Prayers of the People
in the Wednesday 7:00 am Holy Eucharist.

If you have ever attended Wednes-
day mornings, you may recall that during
the Prayers of the People, the Lay Reader
begins the Prayers. Then people take turns
reading verses followed by the usual re-
sponses. It is a very enriching experience,
because one hears the prayers from a num-
ber of different voices, and from a variety
of directions within the Church. Adapting
that model, each Sunday the Intercessor
will continue to stand, as usual, in the cen-
ter aisle to read. Three or four other indi-
viduals who are sitting in scattered distri-
bution within the pews will be asked to
read designated verses. Each will receive a
copy of the printed Form of the Day. Their
part to read will be highlighted.

We demonstrated this format at the
October Vestry meeting, and it was met
positively. We also discussed the new for-
mat with those who attend the 7:00 am
Holy Eucharist on Wednesdays, and their
response was supportive. As people be-
come familiar with the format, out goal is
to add individuals who would be willing
to read verses. Currently, the Lay Readers,
Vestry members and those who attend the
Wednesday HE have offered to read parts
of the Prayers. We hope to expand those
numbers, so many of us within the pews
would be willing to occasionally read a
verse. All you need is a willing and loud
voice.

We continue to work on this trial
format, and thank you for your support
and participation. Soon, we will include
the 8:00 am HE in this model. If you have
any questions or suggestions, or want to
volunteer your voice, please contact either
of us.

Faithfully yours,
Cari Evans (Vestry liaison to the Worship
Committee) and Jim Eaton

A NIGHT IN VENICE

ITALTAN DINNER

&

AUCTION

Saturday, January 21, 2006
6:00 PM in the Scaife
$10 adults--$5 children to age 10

LASA GNA-—(MEAT OR VEGGIE)
HOT LADLES OF SPAGHETTI
SAUCE
TOSSED SALAD
ITALIAN BREAD
RED WINE
WHITE WINE
GRATED CHEESE
COFFEE--HIGH TEST & DECAF
ITALIAN CANNOLI

Last year, 200 parishioners and friends
enjoyed an incredible homemade dinner at our
Night in Tuscany. It was a huge success in fel-
lowship and dining. This year, we will travel
to Venice and delight in our good fortune. We
plan to engage an exciting duo who will play
violin and accordion. They will stroll among
the tables taking requests and playing music
from Italy.

Parish Life has been able to invest in a
number of kitchen items designed to make ser-
vice fast and efficient. Diners will make their
choice of meat or veggie lasagna when signing
up. This will expedite service. Again, we are
imploring our great cooks to donate lasagnas
and our not so great cooks to provide salads.
You will have an opportunity to sign up for
those gifts after the holidays. We will offer
spaghetti for the children...and childcare from
7-9 pm.

LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD
BE WILLING TO MAKE
LASAGNAS OR SALADS.

kniles1@adelphia.net
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A group of knitters and crocheters
have been working since May on mittens,
caps, sweaters, and scarves for “Friends of
the Night People.” We decided to make
various sizes so the little and the large
might be just a little warmer this
winter. Members brought left

over yarn to share at our sum- N
mer meeting. Novices and ex- - ~

perts comprise the group. Each

article we make is a demonstration of car-
ing for another person, even when that
“other” is unknown.

It's amazing what a small group
can accomplish. We will be sending our
first bundle of 5-- 3 ( to “Friends of the
Night People” in mid-December.

MACEFK's is part of the Congrega-
tional Care Committee. We also make
prayer shawls and lap robes as gifts for
Calvary’s own who need a little extra love
during difficult times. We will be making
lap robes for Calvary shut-in for a Valen-
tine surprise. If you would like to make
one, please let us know. We've even
thought about making bed slippers for
church members who are ill.

This is the perfect activity for those
who love to knit or crochet but don’t want
to attend meetings. If you knit or crochet,
are interested in learning, or have yarn to
donate, please contact Geri Mycio at geri-
mycio@aol.com or call her at 689-9416.

Rev. Baxter Remembered

“All changes are more or less tinged with mel-
ancholy, for what we are leaving is part of our-
selves” Amelia Barr

The people of Calvary wish the
Reverend Barbara Baxter well as she leaves
Calvary. Barbara will be remembered by
many for her warmth and kindness. The
beauty of her voice on the altar and the
manner in which she dealt with the pas-
toral aspects of her duties hold fond
memories for many in the parish. We are
grateful for the service that she offered to
our church family and our prayers go with
her as she begins the next phase of her ca-
reer and life.
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There is a small, but willing band
of Calvary Gardeners who for the past two
years have brightened up small spaces
around the church. The group started at a
“Circles” gathering, where discussion
turned to ways to improve the landscaping
around the church grounds. We contacted
other Calvary gardeners and that ‘s how
we started. We are always looking for
more people to join us or to share your
garden plants to use around the church.

This summer we placed impatiens
in strategic locations, plant ed a hydrangea
garden, secured free plants from Mis-
chler’s Nursery, and did some of the
weeding and watering that all gardens
need. Next year we will be more faithful in
our weeding and watering during the sea-
son. We’ll need more hands to help with
the job.

In late October, we planted more
bulbs along the Milton Street wall and did
some general clean up. We keep a low
profile, but you may see us with our shov-
els and rakes working, at various times.
We have held only one “real” meeting in
two years. Our energies are focused on
doing the tasks, not talking about them.

We got together for lunch in early
October and generated some great ideas
for next spring and hope that you'll join
us either in the actual work or to contrib-
ute in some way to our developing gar-
dens. The next few months will be our
“downtime,” but look for us again in the
spring.

If you'd like to join us or have some
garden ideas please contact, gerimy-
cio@aol.com or call 689-9416.



As everyone knows, the holidays
are rapidly approaching and everyone is
asking for donations. Mission is no excep-
tion. This is our busiest time of the year.
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Please return all gifts for School
#77 children (hopefully you took a mitten
from the mitten tree). Make sure that your
mitten is securely taped to the outside of
the package. Remember, only an OUTFIT
AND A BOOK.
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This is the last day for ERIE
COUNTY HOME DONATIONS. The do-
nations will be taken to the home where
they will be given to the residents at
Christmas time.
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This is also the last day for the
COMPASS HOUSE BASKET dona-
tions. The theme of our basket is coffees,
teas (or anything that fits directly or indi-
rectly in that category - teapots, mugs, hot
chocolate ).
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December 4th is the last day to pur-
chase items for the AFRICAN TEAM MIN-
ISTRIES SALE. The proceeds go directly
to the African mission to assist with the
needs of communities in Africa. The items
are beautiful and make very special gifts
for anyone on your Christmas list.
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Please take a few hours of your
Sunday afternoon to help serve meals at
Friends of the Night People. A special
thanks to all who supported the Friends of
the Night People Wine and Cheese Party.

39§ (&
Fridays - 10:30AM-12+).
The snowbirds are starting to leave
the area, so Jeanne Eaton could certainly
use your help (626-5066), even if only to
sub.

*( (weekly on
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Just recently, I was driving downtown
to pick up Sabres tickets and I saw a home-
less person with all his worldly goods in a
shopping cart. It happened to be pouring
this particular day and this poor man was
trudging along the street in the rain with
his cart. All I could think was that here I
am in a warm car, my lunch on the seat,
going to buy costly hockey tickets —and
this poor man has nothing.

The Hearts for the Homeless Mo-
bile Soup Kitchen provides daily meals for
the homeless and needy. They also pro-
vide warm clothing, blankets, boots, and
whatever they have available. With winter
weather here, the needs increase daily.

As you buy those toys and gifts for
your family, think about these people. Itis
a good time to teach the lesson of giving
rather than receiving. Please actively
support Food Giving Sunday!

4

In case you know little of this area
of our ministry, let me give you a little
background on the Kairos Prison Ministry.
KPM International began in 1976. Today it
has over 30,000 volunteers who donate
more than 3,500,000 hours of service each
year. These volunteers serve 300+ institu-
tions in 32 states, plus Costa Rica, Austra-
lia, South Africa, England, and Canada.

The purpose of Kairos is to estab-
lish strong Christian communities among
the correctional institutions popula-
tion. Their mission is to bring Christ's love
and forgiveness to all incarcerated indi-
viduals, their families, and those who
work with them, assisting in the transition
from inmate to productive citizen. The
five principles basic to all Kairos programs
are that they are Christian, Ecumenical,
lay-led, volunteer, and ministry.

Kairos is a ministry of the church,
of the apostles whom Jesus, the Christ, has
sent forth into the correctional institution
environment Kairos has been called the
best example of the early church in exis-
tence today. Connie Bommer is Calvary's
connection to Kairos. She volunteers, leads
prayer vigils, attends weekends, minister-
ing in the prisons. Thank you, Connie.
Mission also provides monetary donations
to this very worthwhile area of our minis-
try. On behalf of the Mission Committee, I
thank the Calvary Family for your sup-
port. Keep those in need in your thoughts
and prayers as the holiday season ap-
proaches.

Sharon Jackson, Mission Chair
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Don’t miss out on this year’s Ad-

vent Celebration and Potluck Dinner.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th from 3-6 to enjoy some holiday
craft making, cookie decorating, music and
story telling with your Calvary friends.
Please sign up on the Calvary Kids bulletin
board near the Milton Street entrance or in
the Scaife Room. See you there!
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The Christmas Eve
service will bring kids and adults together
in a late afternoon tribute to Christmas.
Please plan on bringing your entire family.
Childcare will be available for those who
need it. See you there!
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Attendance continues to be strong

in Sunday school and the monies contrib-
uted by the children is really mounting!
To date $162.69 has been collected and will
go toward a mission opportunity selected
by the kids. Other mission projects under-
way include a pen pal program between
Calvary’s Kids and School #77. Don't for-
get that monthly contributions of school
supplies are still needed. November is
glue stick month!
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Thanks to all who have volun-

teered in the nursery. We are still looking
for volunteers to help out on Christmas
Eve. Please see either Anna Tutt or Marga-
ret Fiegel if you can lend a holiday hand.
Thanks Anna and Margaret for your hard
work and commitment!

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a
battle that goes on inside people. He said, "My son, the battle is
between two ‘wolves’ inside us all. One is Evil. It is anger, envy,
jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resent-
ment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. The other
is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness,
benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith."

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then

asked his grandfather: "Which wolf wins?"
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How can you help? Carl Ze-
browski is still in need of helpers in his
Intermediate Class. He tries hard to
arrrange his work schedule around Sun-
day school but sometimes he still needs
back-up. Please contact Carl at home if
you have a Sunday or two to spare for our
4th, 5th and 6th graders.
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We love to have visitors in our

classrooms. If you have a talent or just an
interest in seeing a Sunday school class-
room in progress, please let us know.
We've had parents participate in the begin-
ner classroom reading a favorite childhood
bible story, direct a craft effort and share
him/herself with Calvary’s Kids. We en-
courage your participation. Please contact
Andrea Turton or Lisa Maxwell if you
want to get involved. Thank you.
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Our next Children’s Ministry Meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, December 5th
at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will provide an
opportunity to share opinions with Steven
about our next steps with Children’s Min-
istries. It will also give us time to finalize
plans for our holiday festivities. All are
welcome to attend.

EYE has been missing but not for
long! We need your help to resurrect this
very worthwhile church program for Cal-
vary’s emerging youth. Stay tuned for
more information about this program and
why it’s so important in providing yet an-
other point of support for Calvary’s Kids.

The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed."
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Dearest Parishioners:
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I will be finishing three years as

Chair of Parish Life and Co-Chair of The
Chronicles in June. I ascribe to the belief
that after three years in a job, it is time
to move on and let those with newer

E and fresher ideas have a chance to strut E
their stuff. PLC is a great job with fabu-
lous fringe benefits. It is an opportunity
to be creative, make life-long friends,
serve God through ministering to the
social needs of the congregation and

E have an incredibly good time doing so. E
And the Chronicles is the venue by
which we can communicate with our
parish family, share news and informa-
tion and bring the various ministries'
needs to your attention.

The members of PLC want to

E invite your interest in promoting those E
activities of fellowship that bond us.
We respectfully request that you attend
a couple of meetings to see how your
competencies fit church needs. In this
manner, the transition will be seamless.

E On a personal note: the support E
and encouragement of the committee
and the congregation during my tenure
has been sterling. I need now to step
back...carefully, of course, and prepare
to have my right knee ripped out and

E sent to the bad bone yard where it has E
needed to go for the past couple of
years. I don't do well with guilt and am
prone to fits of pique when thwarted, so
step up now and take the reins in Sep-
tember so that our dinners and special
events may continue without interrup-

tion. E

Faithfully,

Kathleen

a"n"n"n"s"a" """ """
COMMENTARY

Not having been raised in a faith
where the bible was close at hand (or even
in the same zip code), has become some-
what of a concern to me now that funda-
mentalism is omni-present in the religious
and social life of so many...including those
who design the laws to govern our lives,
our ethics and our morality. The modicum
of knowledge that I have of the Great Book
comes from thousands of hours sitting on
pews. Virtually all of those hours have
been in the company of priests, Roman
and Anglican. And, none of them has
been a bombastic proselytizer of the Good
Word.

Now when I find myself on a
plane, in a waiting room, reading the
newspapers, listening to the television, en-
during politicians, I am led to wonder how
far off the boat have I fallen? When I meet
my Maker will I be soundly thrashed with
the Word of the Lord, will I be forgiven for
my abject ignorance, or will God take me
for whom my upbringing and liberal edu-
cation produced? I am banking on the lat-
ter. Attempting to live clean and do
right...give back to my various communi-
ties with the skills and aptitudes He has
bestowed...trying not to hurt others or al-
low them to hurt me...all of that stuff.

Thus, when I come across others
who are biblical scholars and of a similar
bent, holding the belief that the bible is a
guide rather than a millstone, a book for its
times which allows for adjustment as the
times change and a place for meditation,
sustenance and prayer, I can take some
comfort in my own ignorance.

Some of these scholars have been
read around the internet circuit with their
queries...  "When I burn a bull on the altar as
a sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing odor for
the Lord (Lev. 1:9). The problem is my
neighbors. They claim the odor is not pleasing
to them. How should I deal with this...I would
like to sell my daughter into slavery, as it sug-
gests in Exodus 21:7. In this day and age, what
do you think would be a fair price for her?... I
know that I am allowed no contact with a
woman while she is in her period of menstrual
uncleanliness (Lev. 15:19-24). The problem is,
how do I tell? I have tried asking, but most
women take offense....Lev. 25:44 states that I
may buy slaves from the nations that are
around us. A friend of mine claims that this
applies to Mexicans but not Canadians. Can
you clarify?... I have a neighbor who insists on
working on the Sabbath. Exodus 35:2 clearly
states he should be put to death. Am I morally
obligated to kill him myself?...Lev. 20:20 states
that I may not approach the altar of God if I
have a defect in my sight. I have to admit that I
wear reading glasses. Does my vision have to
be 20/20, or is there some wriggle room here?"

Well, there you have it. The strict
interpreters are well within their rights to
live their lives in accordance with stric-
tures imposed two thousand + years ago.
But for me, I truly do hope that God has a
wonderful sense of humor and will take
me for a person of my own time and place
in His magnificent universe. If not, I sus-
pect that I will be passing eternity with
most of you. I understand cooking will
not be a problem. You bring the appetiz-
ers and I will bring the wine. KBN
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The brand new pastor and his wife,
newly assigned to their first ministry, to
reopen a church in suburban Brooklyn,
arrived in early October excited about their
opportunities. When they saw their
church, it was very run down and needed
much work. They set a goal to have every-
thing done in time to have their first ser-
vice on Christmas Eve.

They worked hard, repairing pews,
plastering walls, painting, etc., and on De-
cember 18 were ahead of schedule and just
about finished. On December 19 a driving
rainstorm hit the area and lasted for two
days. On the 21st, the pastor went over to
the church. His heart sank when he saw
that the roof had leaked, causing a large
area of plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall
off the front wall of the sanctuary just be-
hind the pulpit, beginning about head
high. The pastor cleaned up the mess on
the floor, and not knowing what else to do
but postpone the Christmas Eve service,
headed home.

On the way he noticed that a local
business was having a flea market type
sale for charity so he stopped in. One of
the items was a beautiful, handmade,
ivory colored, crocheted tablecloth with
exquisite work, fine colors and a Cross em-
broidered right in the centre. It was just
the right size to cover up the hole in the
front wall. He bought it and headed back
to the
church. By
this time it
had started
to snow. An
older woman
running from
the opposite
direction was
trying to
catch the bus. w
She missed § ‘,tf
it. The pastor
invited her to
wait in the warm church for the next bus
45 minutes later.

She sat in a pew and paid no atten-
tion to the pastor while he got a ladder,
hangers, etc., to put up the tablecloth as a
wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly be-
lieve how beautiful it looked and it cov-
ered up the entire problem area. Then he
noticed the woman walking down the cen-
tre aisle. Her face was like a sheet.
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"Pastor," she asked, "Where did
you get that tablecloth?" The pastor ex-
plained. The woman asked him to check
the lower right corner to see if the initials,
EBG were crocheted into it there. They
were. These were the initials of the
woman, and she had made this tablecloth
35 years before, in Austria.

The woman could hardly believe it
as the pastor told how he had just gotten
the tablecloth. The woman explained that
before the war she and her husband were
well-to-do people in Austria. When the
Nazis came, she was forced to leave. Her
husband was going to follow her the next
week. He was captured, sent to prison and
never saw her husband or her home again.

The pastor wanted to give her the
tablecloth; but she made the pastor keep it
for the church. The pastor insisted on driv-
ing her home. That was the least he could
do. She lived on the other side of Staten
Island and was only in Brooklyn for the
day for a housecleaning job.

What a wonderful service they had
on Christmas Eve. The church was almost
full. The music and the spirit were great.
At the end of the service, the pastor and
his wife greeted everyone at the door and
many said that they would return. One
older man, whom the pastor recognized
from the neighborhood continued to sit in
one of the pews and stare, and the pastor
wondered why he wasn't leaving.

The man asked him where he got
the tablecloth on the front wall because it
was identical to one that his wife had
made years ago when they lived in Austria
before the war. And how could there be
two tablecloths so much alike. He told the
pastor how the Nazis came, how he forced
his wife to flee for her safety and he was
supposed to follow her, but he was ar-
rested and put in a prison. He never saw
his wife or his home again all the 35 years
in between.

The pastor asked him if he would
allow him to take him for a little ride. They
drove to Staten Island and to the same
house where the pastor had taken the
woman three days earlier. He helped the
man climb the three flights of stairs to the
woman's apartment,
knocked on the door
and he saw the
greatest Christmas
reunion he could
ever imagine.
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Throughout His life, Jesus had a heart
that was ready to obey, an ear that was ready to
hear, a will that was ready to be subject to the
Father. It was His willingness to be always
available, to be forever giving of Himself, that
glorified God. (Let us be the same!) We, too,
must have hearts that are ready to obey God.
That is what glorifies God!

You cannot say yes to the spirit of God
without, at the same time, saying no to many
other things--this is simply inherent in the
process of decision. But, we should focus less
on the cost of discipleship and focus more on
the cost of disobedience--because it is disobe-
dience that truly exacts a punishing cost from
our lives. Walk in glad obedience to God's
Will! Self-centeredness and selfishness must
be destroyed! It is the cost of rebellion that we
ought to be concerned about. If Jesus Christ be
God and died for me, then there is no sacrifice
too great for me to make for Him! Those who
have seen the Glory of God in an obedient
heart never speak of sacrifice. They never talk
about what they have given up, because what
they have gotten is of such tremendous,
surpassing value. Nothing can compare to
what Christ gives to us! We lose ourselves so
that we might glorify God! A life of self-
giving love is what glorifies God. Jesus lives
that life in and through us, by the grace of God,
and by the Power of the Holy Spirit. We sur-
render! God does the work in us!

Jesus empowers men to keep God's
word! We need to understand the character of
God, to lay hold of His name--that is the true
power of human life and the only power that
works! The work of Jesus Christ during those
thirty-three years of His life was to unveil to us
the total resources of the Father, to manifest
His name, so that we might discover what a
tremendous, unending resource we have in
God! Failure to realize and ask for the re-
sources of God is the source of our weakness.
Believe that God is Who He says He is! God is
faithful! The whole work of Jesus Christ is to
show us the faithfulness of God! What a glory
is manifested in His life as we see how He
rested on God's faithfulness! He was not
anxious. He was not troubled, He was not
disturbed when the clouds of oppression and
persecution began to hang heavy on Him, for
He rested on the faithful name of God! "The
name of the lord is a strong tower; the
righteous run to it and are safe" (Proverbs
18:19). Have you discovered the faithfulness
of God?
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All memorials and thanksgivings will be listed
in the Christmas leaflets.
Please return this insert and
your contribution to the parish office
by Sunday, December 11,




