
   

June 2007 
  
 Dear Friends, 
 June is here, the time for planning vacations and enjoying the 
wonderful summer season in Western New York.  I wish each of you a 
wonderful summer, realizing as I do that your plans could take you away 
from regular Sunday attendance at Calvary.  Each year I miss you who take 
a sabbatical from our weekly celebration even as I recognize the importance 
of time away from demanding schedules.  I will also want to be away for a 
bit to restore my body and soul in the season of rest and play.  Even so, 
we’ll continue to gather each week as the Lord has called us to do and 
everyone is welcome and encouraged to be among the celebrants as you are 
able. 
 
  I’m inspired to make a few unasked for suggestions for enriching 
whatever time you take away from your normal lives.  Read a book for 
deepening your insight into something you’re interested in.  If you 
normally read for pleasure, seek out something more challenging.  And, if 
you normally read heavy, taxing volumes, read something light and 
pleasurable.  Above all do keep yourself invested in personal growth; I 
think that’s as important as exercise for the body.  I think another important 
thing is alone time.  People with busy lives and overscheduled families need 
to rediscover some solitude to listen to the voice of the Spirit and reacquaint 
ourselves with ourselves.  We’re too easily lost in the world which makes 
demands, even in summer. Of course, if you are a solitary person at heart, 
seek out companionship.  Make that call to someone for a movie or a meal 
or just to take a walk with a friend.  Generally, take care of yourself, as in 
“care” for yourself.  Do whatever seems likely to feed your soul and, in a 
twist on the golden rule, “do for yourself what you think others would like 
to have done for them.”  The spiritual life isn’t all that mysterious:  let 
yourself experience the joy of life and enjoy yourself, giving thanks with 
your life for what God has done in you.  Know what you need and don’t be 
afraid to find healthy ways to meet those needs.  Break out of whatever rut 
you are in; expand yourself and your boundaries.  Summer is a good time to 
get up and out and into life in new ways. 
 
  May June, July, and August be filled with wonder and something 
wonderful.  Stay with us on Sundays when you can; keep us in your heart 
when you cannot. 
      Faithfully, 
  

Editor:  Christine Hicks-Usta 

Administrative Assistant:  Karen Sandburg 
A monthly publication; not published July or August 
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From time to time, Calvary Chronicles re-
ceives unsolicited opinions from parish-
ioners.  In an effort to better characterize 
the nature of these submissions, an Opin-
ions section has been created, where all 
such mate-
rial will be 
found in 
future is-
sues. 
 
If you have 
an opinion 
you’d like 
expressed 
in a subse-
quent 
Chronicles, 
please 
email your 
article/
letter to the Editor (address follows).  You 
may also drop off your letter/article to the 
church office.  We will only print signed 
material; no anonymous submissions will 
be considered. 
 
The Editor, Wardens and (finally) Rector 
reserve final decisions to print materials.  
We ask you to weigh your judgments, 
words and intent thoughtfully and prayer-
fully prior to submitting your work. 
 

  

 

o◦pine (ō-pīn’) 
 

 

You Can Eat An Elephant,,,If 
 
you do it one bite at a time.  It may take 
some years.  It will be a struggle, and it 
may not always taste so great.  But, it can 
be done. And so it goes with so many 
things in our lives.  Every day can be ban-
quet or the toughest, chewiest morsel that 
we must swallow.  Somehow one day doth 
tread upon another, one month another, 
and so go the years.  When we are children 
no one remembers to warn us about ele-
phants in the room.  Adults see our lives as 
splendid examples of no real responsibil-
ity, little angst, and not much more than 
getting from one good time to the next.  
And, perhaps six or eight decades ago this 
was more or less true.  But as Dylan (Bob 
not Tom) told us in the Sixties, “the times, 
they are a-changing.” 
 
 While we don’t want to shake up 
the delicate sensibilities of our progeny, it 
is more and more apparent that the ele-
phants in their rooms loom much larger  

than those we had to eat.  I was an urban 
kid but never encountered drugs until I 
was a third year grad student at UB.  I lost 
classmates every year from sixth grade 
through freshman year of college….auto 

accidents, drowning and illness.  But I 
never dealt with murdered children 
until I was a Principal.  And, sex.  We 
naturally glided into that but slowly 
and in the most staid and almost ap-
proved fashion.  It was not until I was 
a teacher did I encounter children 
who had casual, careless relation-
ships, date rapes, and unwed babies 
having babies. 
 
 Our crossroads came and went 
a long time ago.  We cannot go back 
and close some of those very danger-
ous and life-altering, life-threatening 
changes that are now the norm.  What 

we can do, must do,. as a society, as a 
church, is to give our children the knives 
and forks of our own experience and 
knowledge.  Give them the tools with 
which to eat their elephants before any 
more trampling takes place.   
 
 Frankly, if you are sleeping in, let-
ting the children dictate your Sunday 
mornings, blowing off one of the ways in 
which we give our children those life-skill 
tools, then you are missing the opportu-
nity to save them from having to swallow 
their elephants whole.  Get up.  Get with 
this or any program that offers a real child-
hood followed by a sane adulthood.  The 
bagel and The Times will wait till after-
noon. 
 
Kathleen Bryce Niles 

o◦pine (ō-pīn’) 
V.o◦pined, o◦oin◦ing, o◦pines 
V. tr. 
To state as an opinion. 
V. intr. 
To express an opinion: opined 
on the defendant’s testimony 
 
[Middle Anglish opinen, from 
Old French opiner, from 
Latine opīnārī, to suppose.] 

 

THANK YOU!! 
 

Several parishioners have 
asked that we be sure to thank 
those “angels” who clean and 
organize the kitchen, storeroom 
and refrigerator.  Thanks go to 
our Sexton Mike Way for his 
work to keep the kitchen in or-

der.   
 

Thanks to those who put in un-
seen hours and effort.   
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This month, as we swing in to late 

spring and summer, I would like say 
“Thank You” to our parishioners who vol-
unteer their time and talent to make Cal-
vary a place to gather for worship and 
spiritual growth, a place to be with each 
other and share in the joys, the trials and 
the healing only friends can know, and to 
share in the fun we all need in our lives.  I 
would love to say thank you to so many - 
those who volunteer on the Altar Guild, 
the Acolytes, the Chalice bearers, the 
Choir, the Ushers, etc.  T 

hen I think about the wonderful 
Sunday school and the Adult Education 
programs, the great work of the Mission 
committee and Congregational Care.   

Now let’s talk about progress in re-
doing the Rectory and the Churchyard and 
the future plans to make our Calvary Cam-
pus attractive and well cared for.  

And last, but not least, those who 
spent a lot of time on the Parish Life Com-
mittee events, bringing us together as a 
family and producing such memorable 
events. 
 
 Speaking of memorable events, on 
Friday, May 11, the Sip ‘N Sax Sip ‘N Sax Sip ‘N Sax Sip ‘N Sax night was 
filled with great people, great food and 
great jazz and the people who attended 
asked for a repeat sometime this fall.  
What about that for a commercial!!  Look 
for more such events in the upcoming pro-
gram year. 
 

To the Chairmen of our Commit-
tees, and especially to all of the “behind 
the scenes” workers who labor out of love:   
 

Have a  
Peaceful,  

Healthy and  
Happy Summer! 

 
Dick  Welte 
Senior Warden 

The Warden’s 

Corner Don’t Come To Church!  

Don’t Forget!! 
 
 

June 10th!! 
Instead— 
Come to  

Williamsville’s 
Island Park  

for the  

10:00 AM  
Service in the Park 

Followed by 
Brunch in the Park. 

 
Wear 
your 
best 
Sun-
day,  

Go- ing-to-
Church 
Shorts,  

 
 
 

 
 

Slather on a 
milky layer of  
Sunscreen, 

 
 

 
 

Bring a lawn chair or  
ground-worthy blan-

ket, 
 
 
 

Tote a dish to pass  
(with something in it!!), 

And join a congregational prayer 
for WONDERFUL WEATHER 

For this annual  
Open-Air 

Worship Service. 
 

Bring a friend!   
Bring the kids!  
There will be  

Games and Activities 
Post-HE* 

 
(*Holy Eucharist) 
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Senior Class 
Events  

 (For parishioners of a 
certain age – 55+) 

Or 
Summertime and the 

Living is Easy 
 

  
 Since our notice in the last Chroni-
cles, the Senior Class hosted the TGIF 
event at Calvary in February (Valentine 
theme) and attended a delightful offering 
in early May at MusicalFare (A Rainbow 
Journey – The Harold Arlen Story) fol-
lowed by dinner at the Creekview restau-
rant. 
 
 With the summer season upon us, 
the pace quickens and there will be events 
in June, July and August that offer a vari-
ety of activities, so join along.   
 

Tour of Frank Lloyd Wright’s  
Graycliff,  
The Summer Estate of the Darwin Martin 
Family.  Located at 6472 Lake Shore Road, 
Derby, NY.  Followed by lunch at the Root 
Five Waterfront Restaurant in Hamburg, 
NY. Saturday, June 16, 2007.  10:30am.   
Graycliff is in Phase III of the restoration 
that began in 1999 and should offer many 
new things to see for those who have been 
there in the past and a new experience for 
those who have not. 
 
The MoondanceCat,   
Saturday, July 28, 2007, 10:00am – 
12:00pm.  Erie Basin Marina.  Lunch at 
Shanghai Red’s.  As you may have 
guessed this is a cruise on Lake Erie under 
sail and not some noctural dancing feline.  
This brand-new catamaran (56’ by 31”) 
holds up to 65 people and offers the op-
portunity to spend a pleasant morning on 
the water in the Buffalo summer. 
 
Art Park – Picnic and Theater : 
Elton John and Tim Rice’s  
Aida – a Musical Spectacular, 
 Saturday, August 18, 2007.  Picnic at 
6:00pm and show at 8:00pm. 
Bring your own repast to enjoy in a re-
served pavilion and then experience what 
is billed as a four-time Tony award win-
ning show that bursts with contemporary 
energy, elaborate staging, inventive chore-
ography and a critically acclaimed score. 

 

 

 Please check your Sunday bulletin 
for details as the events draw near, and 
watch for the signup sheets between and 
after the Services on Sunday.  The more 
people that sign up allow us to get group 
rates for all these events, as well as con-
sider a school bus for transportation to lo-
cations such as Art Park.  Car Pooling is 
always offered if the bus is not an option 
due to a smaller response. 

 

More information is available on these 
events at their respective websites: 

http://www.graycliff.bfn.org/ 

http://www.moondancecat.com/ 

http://artpark.net/ 

 

For questions about the groups and details 
on events contact members of the Senior 
Class Organizing Committee: 

 

Bill & Joyce Clark,  

Cy & Marlea Crowther,  

Peg & Tom Brunton,  

Rhea Mathien,  

Hazel Whalen. 

 

 

 

Circles 
 

The 2006-2007 
Circles season is 
rushing along, and 
turning out to be one 
of the best years yet. 
All six groups, comprising 67 people, are 
viable and active, surviving even the win-
ter of the Snowbirds! 
 

Thanks to all of the participants, 
especially the contact couples for each 
group, for they got things rolling, and kept 
them going. 
 

Good luck to all who are hosting 
summer Circles picnics.  Give some 
thought to inviting un-Circled Calvary 
friends, including church staff.  We under-
stand there are people out there just wait-
ing to be asked… 
 
Helen & Ray Slominski 
Coordinators 
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…from The Choir Room 
 

 It is always with a degree of sad-
ness that I greet this time of year at Cal-
vary – your choir will only sing through 
June 3.  Trinity Sunday, June 3, will be the 
last Sunday they will sing until September 
9. Once again, they are to be applauded for 
their fervent efforts during this past 
year.   I take this opportunity to acknowl-
edge and 
express my 
personal 
gratitude 
for their 
commit-
ment and 
dedication 
to this cru-
cial ministry.   I never have the thrill of 
jumping to my feet to acknowledge their 
excellence, but I do have occasion to daily 
thank God for the gift He has given to me 
and to the people of Calvary. 
 
 When we 
return in September 
our “joyful noises” 
will be enhanced by 
the addition of Cal-
vary’s newly-
renovated organ.  
All three of the key-
boards, as well as 
the pedalboard will 
be replaced, and a 
custom-built, soft-
ware based, solid 
state combination 
action and switch-
ing system will be 
added.  You will 
also note a decided 
difference in the 
sound from the bass notes of the organ – 
three new pedal voices will be installed.    
The organ is scheduled to be removed 
from the chancel sometime mid-June and 
will return in mid-August.   
 
 We are so very grateful to so very 
many.  First of all, I must thank Julie Pre-
ston for all she does not only for the recep-
tions following our concerts and special 
services, but also for her ministry to Cal-
vary.  Julie works tirelessly in putting to-
gether these wonderful social occasions.  
Thanks also to Peg and Tom Brunton, De-
nise and David Burns, Geri Mycio, Jean 
and Jack Peterson, Bob Preston and the 
scores of others who provided hors d’oeu-
vres, cookies, wine and help at the recep-
tion following the concert on May 20. 

(See a full, separate list of the post-
reception “supporting cast” below.) 
 
 Calvary has an astonishing appre-
ciation for the vital role of music in liturgy.  
Listen carefully, dear friends, and you will 
hear our notes rising up to not only praise 
God, but also to honor His choir and the 
people of His church who support the 
choir’s efforts week after week. 
 
 Thank you for your continued sup-
port and respect for the Calvary Parish 
Choir and our Music Ministry. 
 
Faithfully, 
…debi 
 

 
 

Thanks to these generous  
donors who helped make the  
post-concert reception a huge 

success: 
 
Hors d’oeuvres: 
Sam Alessi, Mary Bruce, Peg Brun-
ton, Denise Burns, Geri Mycio, 
Dave Nuzzo, Jean Peterson, Julie 
Preston, Lorraine Sansom, Gail 
Steck, Cris Hicks-Usta, Priscilla 
Welman and Dick Welte 
 
Cookies: 
Joey Bartelo, Pat Burt, Rita Csont, 
Gloria Finley, Jean Fisher, Marie 
Hopkins, Barbara Kager, Sue Kirk-
land, Chris Miller, Julie Preston, 
Patty Rooss, Carol Suckow and 
Sandy Tiedeman. 
 
Wine: 
Tom and Peg Brunton, David and 
Denise Burns, Bob and Joan Con-
schafter, Cari Evans, Chuck and 
Joanne Frake, Charles and Nancy 
Golightly, Ken Kreinheder, Tom 
and Marilyn Lippard, Ray and 
Helen Slominski, and Dick and 
Sandy Thompson. 
 
Special thanks to Julie Preston for 
organizing the reception, and con-
tacting so many to make contribu-
tions to guarantee the success of 
the event.  Thanks, Julie, on behalf 
of the entire congregation!! 
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Mission 
 
 Can you say “June”?  Where, oh, 
where has this past six months gone?  It 
hardly seems possible that the school year 
is almost over, that Pat Bur is retiring, and 
that everyone is making plans for the sum-
mer.  
 
 We shall miss Pat.  She has been 
ever so helpful and supportive of our Mis-
sion activities.  On behalf of the Mission 
Committee, we do wish her the very best 
in retirement.  (Pat, a word of advice: Re-
member to learn the word, “No.”)   
 
 I would like to take this opportu-
nity, on behalf of the Mission Committee, 
to thank the Calvary family for all of your 
support for our mission works.  I know 
May was especially busy, and the results 
were overwhelming!  We collected $100 to 
offset some of the expenses incurred on the 
Kairos weekend, and the cookies were a 
generous outreach to the inmates Kairos 
serves. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Our UTO 
Offering in 2006 
totaled $1,486.67, 
which was more 
than twice that 
collected in 
Spring, 2006.  The 
children collected 

$86.85 of that total.  Special thanks go to 
Priscilla Welman, Hazel Whalen, and 
Lorraine Sansom for assisting with the 
UTO mailing, and to Joan Fisher and 
Jeanne Eaton (it’s nice to have someone 
who knows exactly what to do!) to help 
count the funds. 
 
 Although summer is just around 
the corner, Mission activities don’t take a 
vacation.  Please take note of these dates, 
and put them on our calendar to continue 
support of our important outreach work. 
 
 

Friends of the Night People 
 June 17, August 19 
 
Contact Joan Fisher at 688-7647 to donate a 
few hours these dates to feed our city’s 
homeless. 
 
Meals on Wheels 
 Weekly on Fridays 
 
Contact Jeanne Eaton at 626-5066 to deliver 
means Fridays (10:30 am) from the Senior 
Center on Audubon Parkway to routes 
provided.  Help is especially critical dur-
ing summer, vacation months. 
 
 On a personal note, I’d like to 
thank my Mission Committee.  Though 
our numbers are few, the work is great.  
The need is great, too, and we would wel-
come some new faces to accomplish our 
goals in the fall.  I want to thank, as well, 
the children of Calvary for their sincere 
efforts in support of UTO, Kairos, Food 
Giving Sundays and fellow students at 
School 30.  It’s wonderful to have our kids 
involved, and their contribution is propor-
tionately immense. 
 
Sharon I. Jackson, 
Chairperson Mission Committee 
 
 
 

Thanks for your generous  
support for  

Kairos Prison Ministry 
 

 
 By the time you read this, the 
weekend at Albion women's Correctional  
Facility will be over.  The small prayer and 
share groups will already be meeting on 
Sunday evenings.   
 Thanks for helping it to hap-
pen.  Thanks to the children and others 
who donated cookies.  Even though we no 
longer can take in "home baked" cookies to 
Albion, the message of love still comes 
across.  It is a real treat for the inmates.   
 We explain to them about the com-
munity of love and prayer support that 
surrounds these weekends.  We physically 
bring in a prayer wheel 
that shows the first 
names of each person 
praying each hour.   
 It sends an in-
credible message about 
Christian community 
and God's love.  
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Calvary’s Scholarship  
 

Spring is such an awesome time of 
year here in WNY. Unfortunately while 
many of us are reveling in our ability to 
work and play outside once again, others 
are struggling with coming to grips with 
the reality of an impending financial bur-
den: their children’s college education. 
This is the time of year when students (and 
their parents) have to put together their 
financial game plans for next year’s aca-
demic sessions. For over 40 years Calvary 
has been providing financial stewardship 
in this area, and this year will be no differ-
ent. 

Operating under the guidelines of 
Calvary’s Scholarship standard, our com-
mittee meets each year in June to award 
funds to applicants. The actual amounts 
awarded are only a fraction of the costs the 
students will incur, but they are important 
in several ways. The obvious benefit is that 
every dollar helps when one faces the huge 
bills that are associated with a secondary 
education. A benefit that is less obvious, 
but perhaps more important, is the bond 
that is built between the student and Cal-
vary. The student will forever link Calvary 
as both a financial and spiritual partner as 
they entered into adulthood.  

Last year we awarded funds to five 
young adults, all members of our family 
here at Calvary. Tim Eaton, Robert 
Chuddy, Ross Thompson, Greg Archdea-
con, Samantha Stone and Doug Sandburg 
are all grateful for our help. This year we 
expect the same level of applicants. Keep 
these young people in your thoughts and 
prayers as they journey into a challenging 
(and potentially rewarding) time in their 
lives. And thank God that we have the re-
sources to assist them. 

 
 

CYM* 
*Children’s Youth Ministry 
 
 One Sunday  in May, our group 
learned about the organ with Miss Debi, 
hearing the prelude through the talents of 
our guest guitarist followed by a special 
“fun day” outside.  The customized ap-
proach to our curriculum has worked well 
and has provided many such opportuni-
ties for the classes to share time together as 
we did with our celebration of Lent and 
our breakfast with Jesus.  Your children 
will receive a special religious bracelet in 
recognition of their time in Sunday 
School .   Our last day of Sunday school 
was Sunday, May 27thm at which time the 
children did their annual “sidewalk 

Thank you for encouraging your 
children to participate.  It’s been a fabulous 
year! 
 Sunday school begins again for 
grades Pre-K through 12th on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9th.   Our nursery is open now year 
round!  Information regarding registration 
for Sunday school and the nursery will be 
sent to your homes in June.  We hope to 
also provide the option of registering on-
line in the near future.   

The youth program has received a 
great deal of attention this year and we’re 
excited about plans for the fall.  Efforts are 
underway to customize this program as 
we have done with our younger classes.  

Pat Zebrowski is working on a 
progressive dinner with youth 
throughout the deanery, and 

we are hosting 

the 
Bishop’s 
Ball in 
“Calvary Style.”  With plans 
for social outings such as 
movie/lock-in nights, skiing, 
and discussions on themes 
such as religion and art, how 
to be a “Christian” and other thought-
provoking topics, we hope your kids will 
be sure to get involved.  We will continue 
to foster Youth Eucharists as a way to pro-
vide our youth with their own service and 
continue to encourage their involvement.   
A confirmation class will be offered by 
Rev. Metcalfe for those kids seeking to be 
confirmed in the Spring. 

Your Sunday school teachers have 
worked hard all year long and I would like 
to take this opportunity to recognize their 
continued dedication to your children’s 
spiritual education.  Thank you to Andrea 
Turton, Sam and Jane Guadagna and Becki 
Bissell (Beginner Class), Cinda and Wes 
Stone, Sue Schroeder and Lorrie Archdea-
con (Primary Class), Carl Zebrowski 
(Intermediate Class), Emily Sityar and 
Mike Maxwell (Rite 13 Class), Colleen and 
Michael Day (J2A Class) and Nancy 
Golightly (YAC Class).    Calvary is blessed 
to have you teaching Calvary’s Kids. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Lisa Maxwell 
Co-Chair Children and Youth Ministries 
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Mission & Message 
 
 As I prepare for the next 
phase of my journey toward or-
dained ministry, I thought per-
haps sharing a few words about 
my mission might be appropriate. 
 
 I came to Calvary in 1999 
when our family returned to 
Western New York, my original 
home, after five years living near 
Harrisburg, PA.  Cecelia was 8 
and Quincy 5; Kevin and I found 
a nice place near the Village call-
ing out to us; we made it, and 
nearby Calvary, our home.   
 
 My sense of spirituality 
had always been deeply personal 
and private; I prayed and studied 
silently, alone.  However, the 
more involved I became at Cal-
vary the more I realized that my 
life was falling short of what Je-
sus’ example demanded.  I found 
the call to living a fully Christ-
centered life meant being called 
out of my own self-centered uni-
verse to join the community serv-
ing others.  The faith existing deep 
inside was meaningless unless I 
put it to work out in the world.   
 
 Our family has grown in 
many ways during our time at 
Calvary;   Cecelia is 16 and 
Quincy almost 13.  In the year and 
a half since I began exploring or-
dained ministry, the process has 
forced me to stretch beyond my 
limits, conquer deeply ingrained 
fears, and let go of my autonomy 
so the Spirit can move me. 
 
 My next step is a move 
from Calvary to an internship at 
two congregations:  St. John’s in 
Wilson and St. Andrew’s in Burt.  
What an exciting opportunity this 
will be to learn, serve, and grow!  
I am looking forward to this chal-
lenge, and during this time I ask 
that you keep me in your prayers, 
as you will be in mine also. 
 
Your friend in peace, 
 
Claudia Koczka 

Episcopal Community Services 
(ECS) 
 

 The ECS campaign has been well 
under way for a few months now and con-
tributions have been arriving.  There have 
been more diocesan wide events this year 
with activities such as the bowl-a-thon to 
which Calvary youth contributed. The 
Bishop’s Gala was well attended with 
members from many parishes including 
over a dozen attendees from Calvary.  The 
ECS banner on the church yard wall also 
provided a sign to the community, as well 
as the parish of this worthy effort. 
 
 We are about on the pace with past 
years campaign, with over $10,000 from 70 
contributors (79 at this same point last 
year).  However, we have consistently had 
over 100 contributors in the past years and 
thus still have some way to go to try and 
improve on our level of participation.  
 
 For those who have not yet partici-
pated in the 2007 campaign, please con-
sider what ECS provides for the needs of 
our local community and make a contribu-
tion to that effort.  If you have misplaced 
the material from the original mailing, 
pledge envelopes are available at the back 
of the church or by contacting an ECS co-
ordinator.* 
 
 To those who have already 
pledged, we thank you for your gift.   
 
• *Bill & Joyce Clark, or  
• *Len & Nancy Knabelkamp 
 

 

 
Prayer and Calvary’s  

Prayer Chain 
 

 Mark your calendars now, as 
we will gather to listen to our rector, 

the Reverend Steven Metcalfe, present 
and lead a discussion on prayer.  

Bring your questions and thoughts on 
Saturday, September 15, 2007 at 

10AM to the Reception Room at Cal-
vary Church. 

 
 This meeting is open to all 

members of the parish and their 
friends, as well as members of the 

Prayer Chain.  If you have any ques-
tions about this meeting, please call 

Joyce Clark at 741-9124. 
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 The Calvary Legacy Society was 
formally instituted at a festive dinner on 
May 4, with an Inaugural Ceremony con-
ducted by the Rector. Guest speaker How-
ard Gondree, Comptroller and Secretary of 
the Diocese of WNY, brought a message of 
congratulations to Calvary for taking a 
leadership role in the diocese, especially as 
we see societal changes that are resulting 
in under funding for churches nationwide. 
 
 Forty-five members and guests 
were treated to wine and elegant hors 
d’oeuvres provided by the Planned Giving 
Committee, followed by a delicious meal 
catered by Dave Schutte and his Creek-
view crew. Everyone received remem-
brance gifts of chocolate coins (the 
“widow’s mite”) and Legacy Society mem-
bers were entrusted with a pot of spring 
flowers to plant at home (“as they grow, so 
we grow”). Perennial plants designed as 
table centerpieces will become part of Cal-
vary’s flower garden. 
 
 The event capped a two-year pro-
gram to reinvigorate interest in supporting 
the Calvary Endowment Fund. Beginning 
with a nucleus of fewer than 10 families 
and individuals who had already desig-
nated planned gifts to help insure Cal-
vary’s long-term vitality, the charter mem-
bership of the Society has grown to 36 as of 
5/15/07. We encourage all members of 
Calvary to join this group by making a 
similar commitment. 
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Legacy Society  
Charter Members: 

 
• Petah Acer 
• George & Gail Adema 
• Ruth Barth 
• J. Leeds Baxter 
• Sara Baxter 
• Robert F. Berner 
• Helen Boyers 
• Barbara Kinkel Bronkie 
• Mary Bruce 
• Pat Burt 
• Frank & Wilma Cipolla 
• Cy & Marlea Crowther 
• Bruce & Karen      
Davidson 

• Jeanne Eaton 
• Jim & Norine Eaton 
• Bob Evans 
• Jim & Gloria Finley 
• Jim & Betsy Greno 
• Dale & Elizabeth 
Harten 

• Richard O. Hopkins 
• Sharon Jackson 
• Susan F. Keller 
• Sandra McCarthy 
• Debbie Mendel 
• Betty Murphy 
• Eleanor Murray 
• David & Nancy Nuzzo 
• Sean & Deirdre      
O’Mahony 

• Bob & Julie Preston 
• Mary Lou Rath 
• Phil and Patty Rooss 
• Peter Ruddy 
• Dick & Sandy      
Thompson 

• Karen Vogt 
• Dick & Becky Welte 
• Anonymous 
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SUMMER CONCERT SERIES’ 29TH 
SEASON  

 
The Niederlander Carillon will be 

heard each week during the 29th Annual 
Summer Concert Series. Another 
interesting Series has been planned, 
festivities starting at 7:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday July 18th and continuing every 
Wednesday through August 8th.   Note the 
late start we have this year.  Wednesday, 
July 4th is not a day to start and 
Wednesday, July 11th is Old Home Days.  
SO ... the series opens, July 18th, with 
“Lvsitanvs”, a carillon duo from Portugal 
featuring two sisters, Portuguese carillon-
neurs Ana and Sara Elias, and our 
perennial favorites the Bar Room 
Buzzards.  The series continues July 25th 
featuring Tin-shi Tam from Iowa State 
University, Ames, Iowa, and the guitar 
music of Mir Ali with Ghetto Gitano.  
August 1st you will hear Charles Dairay 
from France. Charles was featured last 
year and your response prompted us to 
invite him back this year. He will be 
followed by another Series favorite, The 
Caledonian Pipe Band.      The final week, 
August 8th, will find Gloria Werblow at 
the keyboard, followed by saxophone 
music by DeCapo Saxophone Quartet.   

For those who are unfamiliar with 
the series, it is held Rain or Shine.  We 
don’t like to make large reference to the 
“R” word.  Refreshments are available for 
purchase starting at 6:15 
P.M.  Bring a lawn chair, 
family and friends and 
spend an enjoyable 
Wednesday evening lis-
tening to a variety of 
good performers. 

A series of this 
magnitude takes a lot of 
behind the scenes effort 
to make it look effortless and be successful.   
It also takes funding to underwrite the ex-
penses.  The Concert Series receives no 
funding from the Calvary Church Budget.  
We rely on contributions from Friends of 
the Summer Series.  If you wish to contrib-
ute to this year’s Series, please make your 
checks payable to “Summer Carillon Con-
cert Fund” and send it c/o Gloria Wer-
blow, 37 Noel Drive, Williamsville, NY  
14221.  For further information, call Gloria 
at 632-4405. 

We hope to see you at as many con-
certs as possible.  Promote the Summer 
Carillon Concerts...  A Western New York 
Summer Tradition! 
 

Gloria Werblow  

PRAYERS FROM THE PEW 

By George Mayer 
 
 The last six chapters of the Book of 
Daniel deal with prophecy and future 
events. 
 What causes the things that happen 
today?  Clearly, there are unseen forces at 
work, and these forces were starkly re-
vealed to Daniel. 
 People often ask, “What is happen-
ing?  What is going on in this world?  Is 
the world situation getting progressively 
worse or progressively better? 
 Some people make the case that 
human kind is progressing, that education 
is advancing, that technology is making 
life better and better.  Others make an 
equally, if not more, convincing case that 
advancing technology gives us more ad-
vanced ways to kill people, to complicate 
life, to take away our privacy and our free-
dom, to strip away our humanity. 
 The Book of Daniel makes it clear 
that we will never understand God’s Word 
and God’s work until we accept both of 
these arguments.  In Daniel 12:10, Daniel is 
told: “Many will be purified, made spot-
less and refined, but the wicked will con-
tinue to be wicked.  None of the wicked 
will understand, but those who are wise 
will understand.” 
 Today evil is more widespread 
than it has ever been.  However, the good 
of our age is also better that it has ever 
been.  Good is not going to become so tri-
umphant that evil disappears, nor will evil 
completely overpower the good. 
 Ultimately, every nation and every 
individual will serve God – willingly or 
not.  God is sovereign, and He works all 
events, all human choices, all satanic 
chaos, into His perfect and beautiful plan.  
No world leader can resist the will of God, 
nor interfere with the plan of God.  It rolls 
irresistibly through time and across the 
face of the globe, encompassing billions of 
lives throughout time. 
 The choice that you and I have is a 
choice between being willing or unwilling 
tools in God’s hand – whether we receive 
the blessings that come from obedience or 
the judgment that issues from rebellion.  
The good news of Daniel is that our God is 
a living God, and He is at work in the af-
fairs of human beings and nations.  We 
need not fear!  God controls everything, 
and we who walk with God will ultimately 
overcome.  As victors over sin and death, 
let us step boldly and triumphantly and 
victoriously in the strength of our God! 


