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Dear Friends,

It’s September again. School starts up, people with Seasonal Affective
Disorder begin to get edgy, Marv Levy predicts a great Bills team and the
Chronicles features a reminder from the rector to come back to church. Life’s
predictability is one of our small comforts.

Welcome Back Sunday is indeed upon us, September 9 to be exact; a
day I’ve been looking forward to as the summer vacation season began to wind
down. I do miss you who have been away for refreshment and relaxation. It’s
just not the same when you’re away. If there is one foundational principle of
Christian faith it is that Christ is present when two or three are gathered
together. That is to be considered both literally and symbolically. Community
is the heart and soul of Christianity. We cannot celebrate the Eucharist without
at least two people being present, the celebrant and one more. The sacrament
comes out of and into community—that is, more than one person.
Symbolically, “two or three” represents the full complement of those called into
being as the people of God in Christ by the gift of the Holy Spirit. You and I,
all of us, are members of this people of God, our tiny portion of us named
Calvary Episcopal Church. In the grand scheme of things it is our “bounden
duty”, as the prayer book says, to gather together on Sunday, the first day of the
week, to witness to Christ as the Lord of our lives. To claim we are Christians
without this regular public witness is at least uninformed and at worst harmful
to ourselves and the mission of Christ. These points would be useful to keep in
mind.

From a simply practical standpoint, the strength of our parish is in
direct proportion to the presence and commitment of our members. Affection
for Calvary should lead to a readiness to do what is necessary for its health and
well being. Plus, God lets his grace flow into us by the spirit through our
presence in the life of the Church. Who among us has sufficient grace in our
lives to need no more? I believe spiritual health comes in a variety of ways, but
principally through the gathered community we know as church. Can we not
make a strenuous effort this year to be faithful in our church lives? I pray this
will be a new start for many and a powerful place of witness to the glory and
love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Faithfully,

Steven +

Editor: Christine Hicks-Usta
A monthly publication; not published July or August



Adventures in Ministry

Perhaps you're wondering what
I've been up to lately? My internship at St.
John's in Wilson and St. Andrew’s in Burt
has kept my calendar full of challenges
and new experiences!

St. John’s is very small and several
families” memberships go back four gen-
erations. St. Andrew’s is larger, and draws
families from a wider area. Both have ac-
tive, vital congregations; although they
pool some resources and join together for
several activities, they are steadfast in their
goal to retain their separate identities.

Rev. Judith Lee and I have a very
comfortable rapport and she is a great
mentor! Each Sunday I serve at one of the
two parishes as crucifer, reader, chalice
bearer, or preacher; and also participate in
the programs and fellowship that follow.
Both congregations are rather laid back —
I'm thankful they don’t take my many mis-
takes too seriously!

I've given two sermons thus far; on
those dates I preach at both services. That
requires a jaunty dash across town, with
one eye on the speedometer and the other
on the rear-view mirror hoping not to see
any troopers. There are rumors of a small
fund that covers speeding tickets, but I'd
rather not find out for sure!

I have led Morning Prayer several
times on Thursdays when Rev. Lee was
unavailable for the usual Eucharist service.
I also facilitated the Bible study which fol-
lows; this summer we read Wisdom of
Solomon. I've been involved in the Sum-
mer Children’s program, planning Adult
Education classes, working St. Andrew’s
monthly Community Lunch, making pas-
toral visits, and am filling St. John's vacant
Vestry Clerk position through the end of
the year.

What have I learned so far? To
unlatch the hook for the procession cross
BEFORE the service on hot, muggy, morn-
ings;... that, in dim light, water inside a
small antique silver pitcher looks like rose
wine;... that the immense century-old bi-
ble on the lectern at St. Andrew’s isn’t
meant to have its pages actually turned
(we set a service insert there ahead of
time).

My internship continues through
the first week of January 2008. In addition,

I will soon begin the Pastoral Care Visitor
Training Program at Roswell Park Cancer
Institute.

Already I have met so many people
who've taught me important lessons in
ministry; and these are in addition to my
Calvary family who remember me in
prayer. I am grateful for the support and
concern each one provides; I give thanks
daily for the good friends with which God
has blessed me.

Yours in Peace,

Claudia

Chroniclers

First of all, let
me thank all who par-
ticipate in The Calvary
Chronicles month to
month. It's a work of love, certainly, and
one of the most important ways we com-
municate all that’s happening month-to-
month at Calvary Episcopal Church.

As a reminder, all are welcome to
forward articles of interest relative to
events, missions, committee work, and
relevant opinion along. We have plenty of
space, and love to hear from you.

The monthly deadline is the 15th of
the month prior to publication issue, for
example: October 15th for the November
issue; November 15th for the December
issue. If you would like a deadline re-
minder emailed to you, and do not cur-
rently get one, please send your request by
email to: chickscooks@verizon.net and I'll
add your name/address to my monthly
reminder list. If you change e-addresses,
please don’t forget to let me —and the
church office - know! Reminders are also
posted in the Sunday service leaflet one
and two weeks in advance.

Submissions are best sent electroni-
cally, either in an MS Word file or the body
of your emailed message. If possible, use
Book Antiqua font size 11, though I will
make those changes if that’s not possible.

Call if you have questions, need
help, or are unsure of anything: 689-4526
or (cell) 868-7738.

Cris Hicks-Usta, Editor



we want You!

we Need You!

We need office volunteers to greet visitors, to field phone
calls, to assist with assorted mailings, and to assist occasionally in
using the copy machine. Confidentiality required.

Three to four hours a week is all it will take and we’ll provide
training...and cookies. Benefits: It's fun and productive work—and

bring your sense of humor. We like to laugh. So—for a good time! -
Call Bernadette Ruof @ 633-7800

I:imlesé>

Ah,‘the food — the drink — the laugh-
o ter=the fellowship —the MEMORIES!!

Have:you-experienced Circles yet? If
not, this could be your year; we're waiting to
welcome you.

Couples, singles.and. friends are ©
eligible. Sign-ups will be held before and after
the 10 a.m. service on September 9th, 16th,
and 23rd. Groups will be announced- at Coffee
Hour on Sunday, October 7th.

For additional information or ques-

tions, please call Circles Coordinators Helen
and Ray Slominski at 634-0093.

BIBLE STUDY

Come join us in the

Conference Room on
Thursday, September 13 at
10 A.M.

as we begin a study of St. Paul's Epistle To
The Romans. You will find each session
meaningful, interesting and filled with
lively conversation.

The service of Morning Prayer will
resume on the same day. All are welcome
to join us for prayer and contemplation.
We meet in the chapel from 9:30--10:00
a.m.

NIEW TES TAMENT
CPREENR CLASYS
PESUMKES

We are pleased to announce that
the New Testament
Greek class will re-
sume this September.
It is an excellent op-
portunity for you not
only to learn a new
language (and chase
away senectitude’s
ravages), but also to
become more firmly
acquainted with the
culture, history and
text of the New Testament.

We meet each Wednesday, with
time off for good behavior at the holidays,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the
Conference Room. The class is open to all
ages and conditions, whether you are good
at languages, or have only known trauma
from past horrors in your language classes
in the past. More experienced students
help the newer, and we work together,
through reading the Gospel According to St.
John, to begin to master this fascinating
ancient language.

The cost is about $50.00 for the
Greek New Testament, which has an excel-
lent dictionary in the appendix. All other
materials and handouts are gratis.

The series will commence on Sep-
tember 12th Reminders will be in the Sun-
day service leaflet starting date and any

other particulars.

Please consider becoming a part of
a delightful fellowship of scholars.

— Calvin Kingsley Steck, instructor

Ed. Note: See Page 8 for information about the



Please join us for a very special Parish Life
Committee sponsored event:

October 13th 6PM-?

Calvary Episcopal Church
presents:

A German Oktoberfest!

Sample authentic Bavarian fare!

Sing songs and
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Dance to German music.
Bring your own stein!
Experience true
Gemiitlichkeit!
Prosit!

If you are interested to join the committee
sponsoring this event, we can use your
help! Or, if you have a special Bavarian
dessert to contribute to the menu, please
e-mail Johanna Fisher at
fisherj@canisius.edu

Oktoberfest Event Coordinator for PLC
Johanna Fisher
fisherj@canisius.edu

The
Wardens’” Corner

The beginning of the month of
September ushers in cool, crisp morn-
ings, the last weeks of summer get-
aways, Back to School advertisements,
and yellow school buses filled with
children. At Calvary, September means
the beginning of the Church School
year, the return of our wonderful Par-
ish Choir, and a re-acquaintance with
friends we may have not seen for the
past three months.

Yet, we were not dormant dur-
ing the summer. The Churchyard pro-
ject was completed with great appre-
ciation to Dan Archdeacon and his Boy
Scout team, and to Bill Holt and his
wonderful Churchyard Planning
Committee. We said a warm good-
bye and happy retirement to
Pat Burt, and welcomed

Bernadette “Bernie”
Ruof as the new Adminis-
trative Assistant. On four Wednes-

day evenings the Summer Concert

Series entertained the neighborhood
and those gathered with music pro-
duced by wonderful guest musicians.

“Welcome” is a word we will
hear again and again in the next few
weeks. There are activities to plan, op-
portunities to participate, and friends to
be made. This year we hope you will try
something new, participate on a commit-
tee that sparks your interest, and ask
yourself, “What can I do to make my life
more fulfilling and share my time and talents
with my Calvary family?” Choose a minis-
try to pursue and let someone know that
you would like to participate. We wel-
come you.

Your Wardens,

Dick Welte and Cari Evans



MISSION NEWS

Mission did not take a vacation
during the summer. A special thanks to all
of you who helped with Friends of the
Night People, Meals on Wheels, and con-
tributed to our Food Giving Sundays.

FOOD GIVING SUNDAYS

Our Food Giving Sundays are the sec-
ond Sunday of each month.

September 9th — Hearts for the Homeless

October 14th —Homespace (Second Chance)
November 11th —Hearts for the Homeless
December 9th —Homespace (Second Chance)

Lists of items needed will be in-
cluded in the Sunday bulletin on the first
Sunday of each month. Please give gener-
ously. These agencies depend on our sup-
plies and monetary donations for survival.

SCHOOL No. 30 MONTHLY THEMES

It hardly seems possible that we are
talking about back to school needs for our
children! When you shop for your chil-
dren, buy a few extra items for the chil-
dren at School #30. Our themes for Sep-
tember and October will be: Crayola
Crayons (24 packs), scissors (rounded or
pointed tips), and backpacks. A basket to
receive your donations will be available at
the reception room door.

We are again looking for volun-
teers to visit the school. Please let me
know if you have a couple of hours a
week —on any day — to visit the school.
You will certainly be rewarded for your
efforts when you see the responses of the
children.

AFRICAN TEAM MINISTRIES SALE

Mark your calendar — November
11th and 25th are the dates to do your
Christmas shopping at our African Team
Ministries Sale. Do you need some un-
usual gifts —scarves, purses, wood carv-
ings, jewelry? The A.T.M.S. is the place to
find them. The sale will be in the Scaife
Hall foyer before and after the 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. services. All proceeds go directly
to designated agencies in Africa.

ERIE COUNTY CHURCH HOME

Each year, the Erie County Home
asks our help in donating items for Christ-

mas baskets for the residents. In the bustle
of the 2006 holiday, we overlooked this
ministry. A container is available now
through December to accept your much-
needed donations. They should include:
toiletries (especially hotel size) and groom-
ing needs (especially shampoo, colognes,
and aftershave), tissues, new or used jew-
elry, men's and ladies socks, sweatshirts
(especially button down), jogging pants,
team hats, snack size candy bars, gum, air
fresheners, pocket games, wallets, puzzles,
coloring books and crayons. It's hoped
your generosity this year will outweigh the
absence of our donations in 2006.

We will continue our support of
FRIENDS OF THE NIGHT PEOPLE and
MEALS ON WHEELS. Volunteers are
needed to drive and deliver meals each
Friday at the Amherst Senior Center on
Audubon Parkway. If you can spare just
two hours, Jeanne Eaton (626-5066) would
like to hear from you. Many summer vol-
unteers will no longer be available, so oth-
ers are needed to take their places. Substi-
tute help is also appreciated.

FRIENDS OF THE NIGHT PEOPLE is a
bi-monthly mission we will participate in
on these selected Sundays: October 21st,
December 16th, February 17th, April 20th,
and June 15th. Located at Hudson Street
and Wadsworth Place on the west side in
Buffalo, help is needed between 4 p.m. and
7 p.m. on these days to serve. This is a
worthwhile and rewarding service. Car-
pooling is often available, too. Please con-
sider this fun mission, as the recipients of
our services are so appreciative. Joan
Fischer (688-7647) will post a sign-up
sheet.

UNITED THANK OFFERING SUNDAY

will be held on October 14th. If you don't
have a blue box, please take one from the
table in the back of the church. Each day,
drop a coin or coins in the box for some-
thing that you are thankful for: a new
grandchild, just a great deal, the beginning
of school .

On October 14th, put those monies
into a blue UTO envelope and return them
to church. The children will again be in-
volved in this offering. They will be receiv-
ing their blue boxes on the first day of
Church School.

— Mission news continues on Page 5 —



MISSION MEETINGS are held the third

Wednesday of alternate months, beginning

September 19th at 10AM in the conference
room. Our subsequent schedule is:
Nov. 21—
Jan 16 —
Mar 19—
May 21

Despite pleas for help, we have
only six loyal members on our committee.
You don’t need to attend every meeting.
More important is your hand to help in
any of our mission endeavors.

If you have any suggestions for the
Mission committee, please contact Sharon
Jackson at 877-4866 or
sharonijackson@verizon.net.

Thanks in advance for all your continued
support.

Senior Class Events
(For parishioners of a certain age -
55+)

Since the last notice in the Chroni-
cles, the Senior Class has completed its
summer schedule of events that included

the tour of Frank Lloyd 4
Wright's Graycliff, the ‘\\6/
summer estate of the - /
Darwin Martin Family, a

cruise on Lake Erie on
the Moondance cata-
maran and a visit to Art Park for
the performance of Elton John
and Tim Rice’s Aida. All events
were accompanied by good fel-
lowship, food and drink.

~~

The organizing coordinating com-
mittee for the events for the Senior Class
was also transitioned with the following
new members coming on board: Florence
Kirk, Jack and Janet Newell, and Jack and
Barbara Thompson. They will join Peg
and Tom Brunton and Hazel Whalen who
are remaining on the committee. Many
thanks are extended to Bill and Joyce
Clark, Marlea and Cy Crowther and Rhea
Mathien for their service to the group.

Watch for a list of events and ac-
tivities for the 2007 /2008 season which
will appear in subsequent editions of the
Chronicles and Sunday service leaflets.

The Churchyard

The Churchyard is now complete,
with the exception of some annuals and
perennials.

During the past 14 months, the
Churchyard Committee has contracted
and completed the following projects :

1. The drainage system was dug up,
pipes replaced and others flushed
out.

2. Several sections of concrete had to
be removed for the new storm
sewer pipes. All are replaced with
new concrete.

3. We had new conduit pipes and
electric lines installed for the altar
window spotlight, for the church
sign at the corner of Milton and
Cayuga and flood lights adjusted
or replaced for the Courtyard and
churchyard. All are now on photo
cells which illuminate at sunset and
extinguish at sunrise.

4. A new sidewalk and four stone
benches have installed.

5. A new sprinkler system has been
installed.

6. Daniel Archdeacon and his volun-
teers removed the groundcover,
leveled the soil and installed sod.
This was a major project toward
Daniel’s Eagle Scout Award and
we were happy to help.

7. We have sold more burial sites and
all 4 benches as memorials.

IMPORTANT:
Price Increase

On November 1,
the price of the burial
sites will increase from $400.00 to $450.00
per site. You have September and October
to take advantage of the current $400 per
site pricing. We will be issuing new infor-
mation books about the churchyard burial
sites on approximately December 1.

Thanks to the committee for a su-
perior job: Brad Archdeacon, Colleen Day,
Claudia Koczka, Dave Nuzzo, Helen Slom-
inski and Kim Alexander-Thomson.

William Holt, Chair



Children and Youth Ministries

Welcome Back! We are looking
forward to seeing everyone on our
first day of Sunday School,

September 9th.

Youth Classes (grades 7-12) meet
at9 a.m.

and the
younger kids (age 4-grade 6) meet
at 9:40 a.m.

We encourage all parents to pAé/’
join their children and Rev. Steven in « %'fl -

the Children’s Chapel located down- 'H" Rﬁ
stairs from 9:40 a.m. -9:50 a.m. for
some fellowship, music and fun.

Communication

As always, you'll see our Calvary
Kids insert in each week’s church bulletin.
This is our primary communication vehicle
with parents. We will post other critical
information on our bulletin board located
inside the Milton Street door. We are also
developing our electronic database, so
please make sure that your registration
form includes your email address. Addi-
tional copies of the registration form will
be available in the church hallway.

Classroom Moves

Our beginner classroom has
moved. It will be located in the “old
nursery room” so that all three classes
will be within the same hallway. The
nursery will be located in the classroom
at the bottom of the stairs to make it eas-
ier for parents to drop off and pick up
their children during the service.

Volunteer Service

We hope you will again make the
time to volunteer in the nursery as well as
your child’s classroom. Our parent/
teacher volunteers need your help! This is
not the first time or the last you will be
asked to get involved. Your talents make a
huge difference and your kids love to see
you interact in their Sunday school class-
room. One Sunday DOES make a differ-
ence!

Children’s Choir!!
We will again be integrating music,

courtesy of Becki Bissell, during Children’s
Chapel. We will also try our hand at a

children’s choir directed by our Music Di-
rector, Ms. Debi. It is our hope that, as
parents, the music excellence of Calvary is
significant to you and something that
you’'d like to pass on to your children. We
realize that your days are busy with many
other commitments. It's hoped that Cal-
vary on Sunday and (as often as you can
make it) on Wednesdays for Choir Practice
become an important part of your child’s
weekly commitment.

Barn Party to kick off CYM'’s Social Year

Our first social function for CYM
will be on September 22nd with the Bissell
Barn Party. This annual event is a true
Calvary gem. Please mark your calendars
and plan on attending. We will begin
sign-up for this fun event on the first day
of Sunday school which is September 9th.

As always, we thank you for shar-
ing your wonderful children with us.
They are a joy!
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Maxwell
Co-Chair, Children and Youth Ministries

Prayer and Calvary’s Prayer Chain

Mark your calendars now, as we
will gather to listen to rector Reverend Ste-
ven Metcalfe present and lead a discussion
on prayer. Bring your questions and
thoughts on

Saturday, September 15, 2007
at9 am.

to the Reception Room at Calvary
Church.

This meeting is open to all mem-
bers of the parish and their friends, as well
as members of the Prayer Chain. If you
have any questions about this meeting,
please call Joyce Clark at 741-9124.



Summer Concert Series
By Gloria Werblow

The Twenty-ninth Annual Summer
Concert Series was a banner year! We were
blessed with 4 nights of good weather in
an otherwise hot, humid, unpredictable
summer, fine performances by all of our
participants and an audience that totaled
over 1400 people. It was an enjoyable sum-
mer from start to finish. We received many
notes of thanks and goods. Many thanks to
all those whose generous donations made
the series financially possible, to the ushers
who helped set up and take down all the
tables, chairs, street bar-
riers, bring up the food,
and pass out programs, to the
A-V duo for the TV set up, to
the cooks and ice cream ven-
dors, and, of course, to those
who came to listen.

Performing

Lo \g
artists practice many

hours to perfect their
skills, but without all of you, a
production of this magnitude would not
have been possible. Thanks also to our
Business Manager, Series Secretary, and
Church Sexton. We also thank Calvary
Church for the use of the Carillon and the
facilities. The Summer Series at Calvary
Church is known internationally through
the Guild of Carillonneurs. Our reputation
is one of distinction. We are known for an
instrument that is fun to play, an audience
that is attentive and responsive and a com-
mittee of volunteers that are organized
and thorough. Again, many thanks.

Now, a Post Script to this year’s
series. This year we had a first. Rita Mes-
sore and her daughter attended every con-
cert for a number of years. In April Rita
passed away. Her daughter Sandy and the
family decided that rather than a memorial
service, the best way to celebrate the
mother’s life would be to do something
she really enjoyed. Sandy and her sister
sent out post cards to family and friends
and, on July 154, forty people arrived at
the series to remember and celebrate her
life. It was indeed a unique summer.

Plans are underway for next year.
It will be our 30t Annual Summer Con-
cert Series. Mark your calendars starting
July 2, and plan to join us!

Episcopal Community Services (ECS)
- an Update

WE ARE STALLING!! Since our
last update at the beginning of the sum-
mer, we have only been able to increase
the number of pledges from 70 to 79 and
thus are still well below the 110 pledges
from the prior year. Fortunately the aver-
age pledge this year has increased to $182/
donor, which is the significantly above the
$153/ donor for 2006.

These figures translate to a total
contribution from Calvary to ECS for 2007
at $14,030 to date vs. $16,850 in 2006.
While we still have the remainder of the
year to increase our PARTICIPATION,
the trend has not been encouraging. If we
can approach the participation level of
2006 with even the average level of giving
from 2006, we can easily surpass the con-
tribution to ECS for the past year and
maybe the higher values from prior years.

With your return from summer va-
cations, preparation for the return to
school and the advent of the fall season,
please consider participating in the 2007
campaign. If you have misplaced the ma-
terial from the original mailing, pledge en-
velopes are available at the back of the
church or by contacting an ECS coordina-
tor.*

For those who have already do-
nated, we thank you for your gift.

*Bill & Joyce Clark,
*Len & Nancy Knabelkamp

Join the
weekly Adult Education Series
Sunday mornings at
9:00 A.M. in the Reception Room.

Calvin Steck leads the weekly study of
The New Testament, placing it in the con-
text of time, language, society, mores and
more. His classes are marked by his mas-
tery of the small detail, illuminating your
understanding, and attracting a loyal and
interested following.

Just bring yourself. No books—no tests.
Join these illuminati Sundays at 9 to see
what it’s all about. If you can’t make it a
weekly event, drop in whenever possible.
You'll find the investment of time quite
worthwhile.



Your Parish Life Calendar

Parish Life Committee activities are subject to change throughout the year. Watch Chronicles and the Sunday

Service leaflet for details and changes A complete list of church events, meetings and happenings is available at
the church office. This month’s church calendar is published at the end of the Chronicles newsletter.

September 9

welcone
BACR
Brunch

Brunch on Breakfast Finger Food, and chat with committee
chairs and members at Coffee-Hour-on-steroids after the Sun-
day 10:00 a.m. service in the Scaife Room. What's the differ-
ence between Flower Ministry and Altar Guild? How do you
become a “lector”? What's involved in participating in
Friends of the Night People —or School 30 —or Children’s
Ministry? If you've ever said you wanted to “get involved”,
this is a MUST! Come and “taste” what Calvary has to feed
your soul. You'll be amazed at the difference you can make!

October 13

Oktoberfest

See the ad on page 4 about this very Bavarian event at Cal-
vary. It's food; it’s beer. What part about “Bring your own
Stein” and an Oompah Band isn’t fun?? What more do you
need to know? Want to help? Email Johanna Fisher at
fisherj@canisius.edu or ask at the Sept. 9th Welcome Back
Brunch PLC table. Join volunteers Carolyn Russell and Posie
Dayton in making this event fun and a great success!

December 2

Service Of
Lessons §
carols

Celebrate Advent with a mix of tradition liberally sprinkled —
and blessed —with fun! Definitely bring the kids, as Chil-
dren’s Ministries plan to coordinate Christmas-fun activities
and food. You might even hear the angelic strains of our new
Children’s Choir!! To be a part of the action, contact Lisa
Maxwell, Andrea Turton or Julie Preston. Call them before
they call you!!

The Parish Life Committee is planning a T.G.LF. like that held
last May, with entertainment, a re-gifting table, and a chance
to sample Calvary’s own inventive parishioner mix of food
and beverage. Interested in helping organize this? Join the
fun! Speak with the PLC table host at the September 9th func-
tion, or call Julie Preston.

February 6

Shrove Tuesda Y
Supper

It'll be a Shrove Tuesday dinner like you've never seen before.
That’s all we can say! Contact Julie Preston, Sam Alessi or
Brad Archdeacon if you want to join the Shrove Tuesday Sup-
per team this year.

March

Lent

A new and unique Lenten observance is being discussed, and
will be subsequently announced by Rev. Metcalfe.

April 26

calva Yy Funo
rRaLser

It’s time again for a major fund raiser. We're looking for a few
good ideas and a lot of help in what has traditionally been a
huge event. Help us plan and execute it. Even a little of your
time can make a big difference. Call Julie Preston, or contact
am already committed team member such as Charlie and
Terese Russell, Dick Welte, Sam Alessi and Cris Hicks-Usta.

The Parish Life Committee is seeking eager parishioner volunteers to help out at one or all of these events. Your
participation can be small or large You choose your level of commitment. Maybe it’s ticket-taker, setting up ta-
bles, decorating, or creating an advertisement. Choose your event(s) and work on a team dedicated to that event;
make your own schedule, bring your ideas, and participate using your God-given talent and energy. Don’t know
where to start? Call Parish Life Coordinator Julie Preston for direction to the event of your choice. Join the fun!!




There is a book that I encourage
and challenge you to read. It is called
“The Parables - Understanding What Jesus
Meant.” It is written by Gary Inrig.

After pondering many of the par-
ables of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
the book closes with this epilogue. It is my
pleasure to share this gift with you.

“Those who sat at the Lord’s feet
and heard Him as He spoke were aston-
ished by what they heard. There was
about His teaching an authority unlike that
of a careful scholar (Matt. 7:20; Luke 4:32).
His words were (are) loaded not only with
truth but also with life. His stories and
messages had (have) the power of authen-
ticity. There was something else that
caused them to wonder. They were
amazed at the gracious words that came
from His lips (Luke 4:22). His words not
only had (have) power, they brought
(bring) healing. They probed (probe) the
sinful hearts of those who heard (hear) and
revealed (reveal) the areas of need. And,
they opened (open) a new window into the
heart of our Great God, revealing the full
splendor of His Glory and Grace.

“The parables teach us indispensa-
ble truth about ourselves. But, unlike the
man-centered age in which we live, they
do not permit us to fix our eyes upon our-
selves. The parables call us to know our
God, to enjoy and to obey Him. Over and
over, I meet a God whose love is unend-
ing, whose forgiveness is unfailing, whose
power is transforming, whose ear is atten-
tive, whose reward is unmerited, and
whose home is open to all who trust Him.

“I hope these chapters have in-
creased your knowledge of the parables of
the Lord. But a far more important matter
is whether they have deepened your de-
light in the Lord of the parables. The sto-
ries are wonderful; the Storyteller infi-
nitely more so. Our world threatens to
drown us in information; meanwhile our
souls thirst for wisdom. Our deepest need
is a recognition of the grandeur of God in
His Grace and Greatness. In the God-
centered world of the parables, we see life
as we should.

“May God in His Grace give to you
a delight in His person, a passion for His
glory, and a confidence in His love.”

Do you recognize Jesus, here and
now, as your living Savior? Do you wor-
ship Almighty God as your Sovereign
Lord? Have you prayed that you will be
filled to the fullest with the living Holy
Spirit? If not, why not?

Milestones

Baptisms

Jacob Andrew Chavanne
Deaths

Jack Sharpe
James R. Miller
Martha Atkinson
Judith Robinson
Grace R. Yager

Address Change

Anne Newall
125 Edward St. Unit 3G
Buffalo, NY 14201

o°pine (0-pin’)

From time o
. o°pine (O-pm
to time, Calvary pine (0-pm’) .
. . V.oepined, ocoincing, oepines
Chronicles receives V. tr.
unsolicited opin- To state as an opinion.
ions from parish- V. intr.

ioners. In an effort
to better character-
ize the nature of

these submissions,

To express an opinion: opined on
the defendant’s testimony

[Middle Anglish opinen, from
Old French opiner, from Latine

an Opinions section ~ ©pinari, to suppose.]

has been created,
where all such ma-
terial will be found in future issues.

If you have an opinion you'd like
expressed in a subsequent Chronicles,
please email your article/letter to the Edi-
tor at chickscooks@msn.com. You may
also drop off your letter/article to the
church office. We will only print signed
material; no anonymous submissions will
be considered.

The Editor, Wardens and (finally)
Rector reserve final decisions to print ma-
terials. We ask you to weigh your judg-
ments, words and intent thoughtfully and
prayerfully prior to submitting your work.
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