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Dear Friends,

October’s arrival draws our attention to many remarkable things, one of the
most pleasant being the celebration of the Feast of St. Francis on October 4. 1
have always been a lover of Francis, beginning as a teenager when our youth
group camped out in the woods and ate tuna from a can as a symbol of living
the simple life a la Francis (no need to comment on unimaginative religious
ceremonies). Our lovable Francis of Assisi is one of the most beloved of saints
and the odd traditions accompanying his remembrance by posterity, like
preaching to the animals, are most affectionately embraced. He reminds us of
our symbiotic relationship with nature and to honor him is to accept a scolding
for our lack of appropriate stewardship of the world God has entrusted to us.

Being “Green” is now popular again after a brief inauguration in the 60’s.
Among all the environmental dramas being played out, the climatic shifts most
believe are occurring make clear how significant is the impact of human
civilization on the health of the planet. We Christians, brothers and sisters of
St. Francis, have a particular responsibility to accept leadership in the effort to
make changes in how we do things, from life in our own households to the
policies of governments and corporations. We are part of the world, brothers
and sisters to all biological life and co-creatures with all natural materials and
systems. We have the unique ability among all creatures to make decisions that
can affect the whole; God trusts us to honor his lordship by figuring out how to
support human life without destroying our own global habitat.

Let’s all be open to suggestions for reform that find their way to our
consciousness and act on them in our lifestyles as well as support them in our
public lives as consumers, educators and voters. The savvy but simple Francis
would be thankful for our attention. Remember, it’s not only time to bless the
animals, but to step back and realize we are animals, too, albeit ones with
appetites voracious enough to eat the entire world. Modify our consumption
and we all might have a bright future as the apple of God’s eye.

Faithfully,

Steven+
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STRATEGIC PLANNING
AT CALVARY

The Strategic Planning Committee
was formed in response to a request from
the Vestry to the Budget Committee to pre-
sent a five-year financial plan. After con-
siderable discussion, it was determined
that any such plan must consider change.
Calvary Church is a living, changing en-
tity, and to plan using only historical date
would not take the future into considera-
tion.

The committee has met several
times in the past months, discussing meth-
ods and procedures for producing a mean-
ingful long-range plan that will involve all
parish ministries and committees, and
have input from all interested parishion-
ers. We have also read literature by au-
thors with congregational planning experi-
ence.

Our conclusion is that we need to
seek additional help, and as a first step,
three members of the committee and the
Rector will attend a seminar sponsored by
the Episcopal Church Center Office of
Congregational Development. The meet-
ing agenda includes sessions covering
church life-cycle, demographics, group
decision-making, and orientation for
growth. We feel that the information
gained from sessions, as well as discussion
with members of other parishes in situa-
tions similar to ours, will be of great value
as we begin to implement the project. In
addition to Steven, Bob Preston, Cris
Hicks-Usta and I (Tom Brunton) will at-
tend.

hd Upon our return,

the committee will pre-
pare an initial plan to
submit to the Vestry and
the Parish. This will be
an exciting project involv-
ing every interested pa-

rishioner as we move to fortify our current

strengths, and determine new directions

for Calvary Church.

We welcome input and help from
all church members! Call or write with
your input and concerns, and join the jour-
ney.

Tom Brunton, Chair

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Several years ago, before becoming
a member of Calvary, I belonged to an-
other church with a large congregation.
As is usually the case, it was sometimes
considered a “cold” congregation because
it was difficult to get to know a lot of peo-
ple. Sometimes, the larger the congrega-
tion, the more little groups or “clicks”
there are, and it is difficult for newcomers
to become incorporated into the life of the
parish.

One new member of the congrega-
tion happened to be a lady of senior years,
whom I will call her “Rita.” Rita took it
upon herself to begin introducing herself
to others. Then, during coffee hours Rita
started introducing everyone to everyone.
Of course being a newcomer, she had no
idea who knew whom already, so every
time we would meet Rita, she would ask
our name, then turn and ask if we knew
the person next to her. It got to be quite a
chuckle at gatherings, because we knew
that when Rita appeared, everyone would
know everyone else whether they had
been friends for years or not!!

However, much to everyone’s sur-
prise, we realized this innocent ministry
that Rita had....making people feel in-
cluded and welcomed! Newcomers were
being introduced to old-timers, people
were talking with people with whom per-
haps they had never had a conversation,
etc. And everyone was smiling after Rita

had talked with them!! o

I'll never forget %" @
Rita. She certainly ‘
brought a smile and a )
chuckle. Even though W "

she could not remember 5
names, or whether she

had already met you or not, she taught us
all a lesson. Everyone was a new friend at
church!!

So, in the spirit that Rita left be-
hind, please do talk with the people in the
pew with you, behind you or in front of
you. Talk with them during coffee hours.
Introduce yourself to the “new” people
nearby and invite them to coffee hour with
you! And if they aren’t in church for a few
weeks, drop them a note to say they are
missed, call them on the phone, or let the
parish office know your concern. Each one
of us is important, and of value in our par-
ish family.

Priscilla Welman, Chair
Congregational Care Committee



From the Tower

Welcome Back Sunday, September
9th was my first opportunity to be back on
the carillon bench since the Summer Series
ended in August. I am pleased to be play-
ing the carillon at Calvary again, this time
in a slightly different capacity.

I have been asked, by the Rector, to
play 10 times between September and
June, 2008. This will include two even-
songs, Christmas Eve, Easter Sunday, and
5 more Sunday mornings. I hope you will
enjoy the music as much as I will enjoy

playing.

If anyone is interested in learning
more about the carillon, or, in fact, learn-
ing to play, I would be happy to talk to
you about coming up and seeing what is
involved. There are no restrictions about
coming up to see the instrument, but there
are two prerequisites on taking lessons.
You must be a high school student or older
and must have prior experience playing a
keyboard instrument.

I can be contacted at 632-4405 or by
email at Carillon1@aol.com.

Gloria Werblow

When in Church...

As we came together on September
9th for the Welcome Sunday liturgy, it was
so good to have our church pews full and
our voices raised in a joyful noise. The
Service and Eucharist have all the best
parts of a great party - singing, laughing,
greeting each other - but with a special
purpose raising it beyond the level of just a
party. We can enjoy each other and wor-
ship our creator at the same time.

Keeping that in mind, let’s set an
example for our children, leaving cell
phones off or at home, and keeping per-
sonal conversations to a minimum during
solemn parts of the liturgy.

That said, don’t be afraid to being
the kids closer to the front, where they can
really see and participate in the service,
with all its color and textures. It's never
too early to lay the groundwork of faith in
our families, appreciating and respecting
the beauty of our great liturgical tradition.

Sue Kirkland
Vestry Liturgy liaison

T

Donations - Thank You!

You may have noticed some new
furniture in the Reception Room. We want
to acknowledge Bernie and Ken Ruof for
their donation of a (dining room) table and
chairs.

Also situated nearby is a break-
front, donated through the wiles of Mi-
chael Way.

Both are thoughtful, welcome, new
(and free!) additions to our church “living
room.” Every committee and Vestry meet-
ing has you to thank for making their ser-
vice to Calvary just a little bit nicer.

s 7

Thanks!!




...from the Choir Room

Now that the 2007-2008 season has
officially begun, I take this opportunity to
welcome you all back for what will be a
very special year from the Music Ministry.

The renovation on the organ is al-
most complete - all that awaits is the addi-
tion of the new digital stops in the pedals,
and the final tuning. This requires two

I am very pleased to announce that
the Children’s Choir has begun rehearsals
for the 2007-2008 year. Last year’s survey
produced interest from the parents of 21
young parishioners. Our rehearsals are on
Wednesday afternoons from 4:30-5:30 and
we welcome all who are interested. I am
grateful to the parents for their support of

visits from the Walker Technology Co.

The new digital sounds will be installed on

the first visit and then adjusted for our

acoustical situation on the second. We are

hoping that all of this will have taken place

by our first Evensong on Oct. 7. debi
Look for a schedule of very special

events to showcase the work that has been

done. Plans are underway for special re-

this important ministry...without it, we
will not succeed.

Faithfully,
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citals and other liturgical services. In the ( (|\ _(|\
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meantime, please do come up and see the
new console - 3 new keyboards, a new

pedalboard and new rocker tabs are all

resting very comfortably on a beautiful

hardwood platform and I am thrilled to “‘“"‘
show it off!

The
Wardens’” Corner

We will have a new approach
toward stewardship that will be an-
nounced this month and that comes from
a committee with new spirit and new
members giving a fresh approach to the
“yearly call.”

Well, we had our “opening
event” on the 9th of September and it
was extraordinary. We were thrilled at
the number of people who attended
and who responded to the various
committees. It was all about the Cal-
vary family getting together, talking
and renewing their friendships after an
amazing summer. Now it is important
for us all to stay on track and join in on
the various events this fall.

We are happy with our refur-
bished organ and our newly formed
Children’s choir. Several kids (and par-
ents) have responded, so we should have
some new young voices singing their
hearts out later this year. It's a good time
at Calvary and we have much to be

The September Vestry meeting thankful for.

dealt with finishing touches to the
Churchyard, responsibilities of the ves-
try members in communicating with
specific committees and issues with
the Building and Grounds efforts to 1
“make Calvary shine.”

Dick Welte
Senior Warden




FALL UTO

From Lynne G. Smith,
Diocesan UTO Coordinator

(Editor’s note: This information was
parsed from a recent letter to UTO Coordi-
nators from Lynne. I share some of her
insights with you in the following pas-
sages.)

“Gracious Lord, for these many bless-
ings received every day, I give thanks
with a heart open to you. For your
many blessings and mercies received,
may I in thanksgiving fill this box up
to the brim with coins: gifts of love,
hope and renewal, so that it may
overflow into the lives of those who
so need you. Amen.”

(Lynne continues:)

The other day I was packing away
the little things on my sink window sill in
preparation for moving. And there was my
UTO blue box — taped many times over and
still being used. But it really is time for a
new box, I told myself — so between now and
the time I am in my new home, this new box
will be the lone item on my windowsill. Eve-
ryday I am thankful for so much. And in the
rush of life, the sight of that box reminds me
to say “thank you” to our most generous Fa-
ther often, and add another coin.

I can not write it often enough. Giv-
ing thanks to God has always been the basis
of United Thank Offering. The UTO BLUE
BOX has been the outward symbol of this
thankfulness for over 100 years. Our chal-
lenge, as UTO Coordinators, is to encourage
members of our congregations to use the

BLUE BOX in their homes.
Editor’s thoughts:

In reading through Lynne’s letter,
several thoughts occurred to me. One is
the never-ending use one can have for the
Blue Boxes we are urged to take home.
Lynne keeps her year-to-year, and refills it
continually, each coin representing some-
thing for which to be thankful. We don’t
need a new box every year. We just need a
reminder to keep it forefront and filled.

This reminds me of the constancy
not only of things that we can be thankful
for (if we’ll only stop, think about it, then
acknowledge it), and the constancy of
needs that have a chance to be fulfilled
through the plink, plink, plink of coin
thank-yous...dimes, pennies, nickels, and

quarters...change that really can change
lives...change you will never miss...
change that doesn’t need a new box every
year. It does appreciate the company of
coins every day, though.

Our next campaign is Spring, 2008.
Don’t wait until then, though, to take your
BLUE BOX, and begin to thankfully fill it
now...and again, and again. Then, like
Lynne, perhaps you'll empty it, and begin
again, for the thanks - and the need -
never end. The BLUE BOX stands ready.

O United Thank Offering

.I.

TOGETHER IN FAITH

The theme of this year’s steward-
ship campaign is “Together in Faith.” The
highlight of Together in Faith will be a Fes-
tive Hymn Feast that will take place on
Friday evening, November 2nd from 6:30
PM until 9:00 PM. In addition to sharing
your favorite hymns, led by our very own
Debi Overton, we will share a pot luck din-
ner and a brief gospel service.

Parishioners are asked to submit
their favorite hymns by filling out an in-
sert

found in Sunday morning programs and
placing it in the ballot box or collection
plate. Besides the traditional hymnal, the
committee encourages people to examine
the two other hymnals approved for use in
the Episcopal Church that will be available
in the back of the church, taking time to
read the various texts. A selection of the
most popular hymns will be played and
sung at the November 2nd Feast.

Although this event is being led by
your stewardship committee, it is some-
thing we are doing Together in Faith. If
you are willing to participate as a table
captain or in some other capacity, contact
Bruce Davidson.



MISSION

October 14t - UTO SUNDAY

Please return your UTO envelopes,
which will be mailed to you at the end of
September. Children are also asked to re-
turn their UTO boxes. The response from
our parish family on Mother's Day (almost
$1600) was overwhelming and greatly ap-
preciated.

If you do not have a Blue Box,
please pick one up on the table in the
church. Giving thanks to God has always
been the basis of the United Thank Offer-
ing. The UTO) BLUE BOX has been the
outward symbol of this thankfulness for
over 100 years.

UTO Prayer

Gracious Lord, for these many blessings
received every day, I give thanks with a
heart open to you. For your many bless-
ings and mercies received, may I in
thanksgiving fill this box up to the brim
with coins: gifts of love, hope, and re-
newal, so that it may overflow into the
lives of those who so need you. Amen

The UTO offering will be presented at the
annual convention in October.

October 14t - FOOD GIVING SUNDAY
...to benefit Homespace-Second

Chance. Your food donations, baby items,
and monetary donations are greatly appre-
ciated.

October 21st - FRIENDS OF THE NIGHT
PEOPLE

Friends of the Night People has a
new Executive Director, Mr. Joseph S.
Heary, who comes to FONP with an im-
pressive background. Help is needed to
serve meals on this day. Itis a short time,
but a very rewarding experience. (Contact
person: Joan Fischer at 688-7647)

October 28t - SCHOOL #30 ADOPTION
CEREMONY

Oops! Somehow, last year we did
not have the adoption ceremony, so we
want to make sure that we don't make this
mistake again. Our support for school #30
is necessary. The school depends on
us. This is the day that we extend our
commitment to the school. Please plan to
attend.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUN-
TEERS TO SPEND 2-3 HOURS AT THE
SCHOOL EACH WEEK. Teachers really
appreciate this help. Some of our previous
volunteers have decided to retire, so we
are seeking new help. Please contact
Sharon Jackson (877-4866) if you would
like more information.

November 11th and 25th - AFRICAN
TEAM MINISTRIES SALE will be held
before and after the 8 and 10AM services.
Come and do your Christmas shopping. If
you want an unusual gift, this is the place
to find it.

November 17t - MITTEN TREE for
School #30 arrives in the reception

room. Take a mitten and sign your name
in the book next to the child's name. The
grades will be

identified in the November Chronicles.

MEALS ON WHEELS

Jeanne Eaton (626-5066) is desper-
ately in need of volunteers to deliver and
or drive for MOW. This takes a maximum
of 2 hours on a Friday morning from the
Senior Center on Audubon Pkwy. Substi-
tutes would also be greatly appreci-
ated. Your children are welcome to ac-
company you.

BINS

The bins are emptied each time we
have a Mission Meeting (November 13th-
next). Observing the signs on the bins
makes sorting much easier. THREADS OF
HOPE LINEN PANTRY is for kitchen,
bathroom, and bedroom items only
(towels, sheets, blankets).

ERIE COUNTY HOME

Contributions accepted through
November 30th. Please consult list from
9/9 bulletin or posted on bulletin board.

OUR NEXT
MISSION MEETING IS
WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 14th.
Help is needed.



CHILDREN
AND
YOUTH MINISTRIES

Welcome Back!!

With record-breaking attendance
for our first day back to Sunday school,
this year promises to be a very busy one
indeed! We are very pleased to welcome
Sam Guadagna, Ray Barker and Douglas
Sandburg as our youth leaders for the Sr.
Youth Class of 10th through 12th graders.
Steven has been blessed with a very strong
team to help lead this remarkable group of
teenagers in worship and community fel-
lowship. This class will be meeting in the
classroom in the back of the Scaife Room at
9 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Please have
your children join us.

“Safe Church” Diocesan Seminar...

Last Saturday a group of us at-
tended a “Safe Church” seminar held in
East Aurora. I mention this as it had a pro-
found affect on how I perceive our respon-
sibility as Sunday school teachers. I don’t
believe God ever intended the word “love”
to be used in distorted ways. It nonethe-
less remains a challenge to us as teachers
to be careful about how we bond with
your child. Cari Evans (Warden) and
CYM are working to bring the “Safe
Church” seminar and program to Calvary
so that we can all operate on the same

page.
...and Requirements

In that same vein, and not to end
this on a less than upbeat note, we ask you
to please continue to involve yourself with
your child’s Sunday school experience.
We need your help. It's not a question of
whether one teacher can “handle” it. Itis
rather now an issue of diocesan require-
ment that we have at least two teachers in
each classroom and our nursery. Mr. Z.
has need for your involvement for one
Sunday or as many as you’d like - not to
lead necessarily but to just “be there.” You
might be surprised that you even like it!

Lisa Maxwell




PRAYERS FROM THE PEW
BY: GEORGE MAYER

Scripture tells us that we are saved
by grace through faith. So let’s reflect
upon that marvelous quality of our Crea-
tor and Heavenly Father: God’s amazing
grace.

The acronym formed from God’s
Riches At Christ’s Expense comes to mind.
We soon realize that God’s loving kind-
ness is everlasting. And, it is grace that
teaches us to obey God.

No one understands human misery
as Jesus does. He knows those who have
been trampled underfoot as children, bent
and broken by abuse. He grieves with
those who are bending under a load of re-
jection and shame. He pities those whose
hopes and dreams have been reduced to a
flicker. His understanding is infinite. It is
this “kindness that draws men and women
to repentance.” (Romans 2:4)

God’s love “covers a multitude of
sins.” Because Jesus paid the price, all our
sins accumulated over a lifetime have been
put away forever. They have been par-
doned, never to appear in judgment
against us. Even our most outrageous sins
are forgiven according to God’s mercy and
grace. We cannot drift beyond God’s love
and care. There is always a way back with
God. Beyond the bad news of our failures
and frustrations is grace - that incredible
gift of God.

Grace means that God forgives us,
no matter what we have done, are doing,
or will ever do. It means that our sins are
gone forever - replaced by love.

To say that grace is free, unmerited
favor only expresses a little of its meaning.
It is the unhindered, wondrous, boundless
love of God poured out to us in an infinite
variety of ways, without stint or measure,
not according to our deserving, but ac-
cording to His measureless heart of love.

Grace also means that God has
given us the resources to make a new be-
ginning. The question is not, “Can I make
it? Am I able? Can I overcome my sin?”
The question is always, “Is He able? Can
He transform me?” He says He can,
though it may take a while. God Himself
will sanctify us through and through. The
One who calls us is faithful and He will do
it. (1 Thessalonians 5:24)

We must start with God’s part,
with a calm assurance that grace for the
next act of obedience is already there. We
can move forward without fear or frustra-
tion, knowing that the next step will take
care of itself. That’s the good news! That’s
the Gospel! Jesus did it all!

Chroniclers

All are welcome to forward articles of in-
terest relative to events, missions, commit-
tee work, and relevant opinion along. We
have plenty of space, and love to hear from
you.

The monthly deadline is the 15th of
the month prior to publication issue, for
example: October 15th for the November
issue; November 15th for the December
issue. If you would like a deadline re-
minder emailed to you, and do not cur-
rently get one, please send your request by
email to: chickscooks@verizon.net and I'll
add your name/address to my monthly
reminder list. If you change e-addresses,
please don’t forget to let me —and the
church office - know! Reminders are also
posted in the Sunday service leaflet one
and two weeks in advance.

Submissions are best sent electroni-
cally, either in an MS Word file or the body
of your emailed message. If possible, use
Book Antiqua font size 11, though I will
make those changes if that’s not possible.

Call if you have questions, need
help, or are unsure of anything: 689-4526
or (cell) 868-7738.

Cris Hicks-Usta, Editor


MichaelDay
Rectangle




