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Our God and Our GivingOur God and Our GivingOur God and Our GivingOur God and Our Giving    

 
 “There are three kinds of givers,” James Dunn wrote in Flashes of Truth.  
“The flint, the sponge and the honeycomb.  To get anything out of a flint you 
must hammer it, and then you get only chips and sparks.  To get water out of a 
sponge you must squeeze it, and the more you squeeze it, the more you get.  But 
the honeycomb just overflows with its own sweetness.” 
 
 God wants us to be like the honeycomb – not for His benefit, but for ours.  
Everything we have and are comes from God.  And although He doesn’t need our 
acts of service or our money, He has promised to reward those who give cheer-
fully of themselves and their finances. 
 
 The apostle Paul talked about this in 2 Corinthians 9.  Paul reminded the 
believers at Corinth that “whoever sows generously will also reap generously…god 
loves a cheerful giver.”  (Verses 6 and 7) 
 Notice that nothing is said about the size of the gift, or the age of the 
giver, or whether the gift should be cash, check or change. 
 
 The principle, however, is clear.  “He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 
harvest of your righteousness. “(Verse 10)  What a bonus!! When we give happily 
to God, He will provide for every need (verse 9), increase our righteousness 
(verse 10), and make it possible for us to give more in the future (verse 11), as it 
should be. 
 
 Decide today to be a honeycomb giver.  It will honor God and make you 
feel good about yourself!  Give all you can to the One who gave all He had!  
 
 What do my spending habits say about my priorities?  (See Matthew 6:21.)  
What do I have that God can use – for my benefit and His glory?  How can I begin 
to give regularly some portion of my talent and income? 
 
 Give until it feels good!  As a leadership gift to ECS, Barb and I are giving 

$1.00 per day as our annual donation.  During these difficult times, the need has 
never been greater. 
 
ECS—George Mayer 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
3/25/09   1 

7 AM HE & Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s Choir 
5:30 Evening Prayer 
7 PM Biblical Greek - CR 
7 PM Church Shower Com SR 

2 
9:30 AM Morning Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible Study 
5:30 PM Evening Prayer 
6 PM Lenten Program 
7 PM “Contemp. Issues” 
7 PM Choir Rehearsal - MR 
2-8 Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 

3  5:30 PM Evening Prayer 4 
2:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
7-11 PM Lauren Cornell 
Birthday Party 

5 PALM SUN-
DAY 

8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior High 
9:00 Adult Education 
9:40-10:40 Sunday School 
10:00 HE 
11:15 Coffee Hour 
5 PM Read. w/ poetry  & 
music 

6 
5:30 PM Evening Prayer 
 

7 
10 AM Staff Meeting 
5:30 PM Evening Prayer 
6 PM Kane Yoga - SR 
2-8 PM Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 
7PM CHNS Board Mtg. - CR 

8 
7 AM HE & Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s Choir 
5:30 Evening Prayer 

9 MAUNDY THURS. 
9:30 AM Morning Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible Study 
5:30 PM Evening Prayer 
2-8 Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 
7:30 PM HE & Foot Wash. - 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Eagle St. 

10 GOOD FRI-
DAY 
 
Noon-3 PM 3-hour Vigil 
7:30 PM Liturgy 

11 

12 EASTER 
 
9:00   HE 
11:00 HE 

13 Easter Mon-
day 
          Office Closed 
 
 
6:30 PM Peg’s Yoga - SR 

14 
10 AM Staff Meeting 
6 PM Kane Yoga - SR 
2-8 PM Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 
7PM Boosters Exec. Brd. - 
CR 
7PM H4G Committee -SS#1 

15 
7 AM HE & Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s Choir 
7 PM Biblical Greek - CR 

16 
9:30 AM Morning Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible Study 
7 PM Choir Rehearsal - MR 
7 PM “Contemp. Issues” 
2-8 Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 

17 18 

19 
8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior High 
9:00 Adult Education 
9:40-10:40 Sunday School 
10:00 HE 
11:15 Coffee Hour 
Baptism - Sophia Guadagna 
3PM Burmese Dinner 

20 
6:30 PM Vestry Mtg. 
6:30 PM Peg’s Yoga - SR 

21 
10 AM Staff Meeting 
2-8 PM Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 
7:00 PM  Mission Comm.- 
CR 
7 PM Congregation Care - 
SS#1 

22 
7 AM HE & Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s Choir 
7 PM CYM 
7 PM Deanery Mtg. - TBA 

23 
9:30 AM Morning Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible Study 
7 PM Choir Rehearsal - MR 
7 PM “Contemp. Issues” 
7:30 PM CYM Curriculum 
2-8 Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior High 
9:00 Adult Education 
9:40-10:40 Sunday School 
10:00 HE 
10:00 Canine Helpers - SR 
11:15 Coffee Hour 

27 
6:30 PM Peg’s Yoga - SR 

28 
10 AM Staff Meeting 
2-8 PM Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 

29 
7 AM HE & Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s Choir 

30 
9:30 AM Morning Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible Study 
6-8 PM CHNS Open House 
7 PM Choir Rehearsal - MR 
7 PM “Contemp. Issues” 
2-8 Mir Ali-Upstairs Ofc. 

  

April 2009 
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 As you’ve heard by now, the Bishop’s Ball was a rous-
ing success for the second year in a row, chaired by Carl and 
Pat Zebrowski.  It’s hard to imagine anyone putting on a finer 
event for our youth than these two.  The organization, creativity 
and teamwork required to put on an event of this caliber could 
not be done without the incredible support of the volunteers 
who agreed to chaperone, cook and promote this event.  While 
the Z’s are not going for three in a row, we hope that they will 
choose to collaborate on another youth event at Calvary soon.   
 
 Please continue to read your Kids insert and look for 
special emails from Becki about events and outreach efforts 
being planned for youth and the younger kids as we wind down 
the Sunday school year.  It’s been “rockin’” in Children’s 
Chapel.  Be a part of the Sunday school experience! 
 
 The Senior Youth Program is receiving a great deal of 
attention this year.  We know that we need to fine tune things 
and are working hard to make the Sunday school program at-
tractive and viable for kids in grades 10-12.  Based upon the 
success of the acolyte pot-luck, similar events are being 
planned so that kids and adults can get to know one another 
and build the bonds that result in a real sense of church com-
munity.  You will be hearing more about this soon.  In the 
meantime, please encourage your youth to come to Sunday 
school at 9 a.m.  We look forward to welcoming them soon. 
 
                        Lisa MaxwellLisa MaxwellLisa MaxwellLisa Maxwell    
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Mission NewsMission NewsMission NewsMission News  
Sharon I. Jackson, Chairperson 
 
 After numerous months of no meet-
ings, the mission committee has finally met 
and discussed the goals of mission and the 
various foundations/services that we sup-
port.  There may be some changes of mis-
sion, but we will keep you informed of any 
changes that are made in the future.  I will 
be focusing on one of the agencies that we 
support each month.  We want the church 
family to be informed of what mission is all 
about.  We are planning to have guest 
speakers from these agencies come and 
explain their purpose and function in the 
community. 
 
     This month, our focus will be on 
MEALS ON WHEELS.  We are so happy to 
have Jeanne Eaton (625-5066) coordinat-
ing the Friday volunteers and substitutes. 
 
 Did you know that in the mid-
1970’s, as Calvary Church was experienc-
ing a community outreach explosion, Con-
nie Bommer and other members of Calvary 
at the time were asked to research the 
need for a program such as  Meals on 
Wheels?  As a result, the Meals on Wheels 
program was born in Calvary’s kitchen and 
then moved to the facility on N. Union 
Road.  In 2000, when MOW outgrew that 
facility, the Senior Center was moved to 
the present facility on John James Audu-
bon Parkway. 
 
 The Town of Amherst Senior Ser-
vices is a not-for-profit organization that is 
not federally subsidized. The Town of Am-
herst helps to defray operational costs, as 
do donations, but clients pay for their own 
meals.   

 The service is available to any 
homebound Amherst resident who is un-
able to provide his or her own meals.  Vol-
unteers deliver the meals five days per  
week, and Calvary is the Friday 
host church for this service.  We have a 
total of 17 routes, with about 175-200 cli-
ents per/week. 
 We have a wonderfully dedicated 
group of volunteers (some regulars and 
some occasional workers) who give about 
2 and 1/2 hours of their time each Friday 
delivering meals. Believe it or not, some of 
the original volunteers are still helping on 
Fridays, like Andrea Adema, Jeanne 
Eaton, Jane Miller, Joan Quigley, and 
Lorraine Sansom.  Right now, WE NEED 
MORE VOLUNTEERS.  Jeanne is having 
a very difficult time finding substitutes for 
all the people that are still in Florida, going 
away, or are ill.  PLEASE HELP HER OUT.  
Surely there are some members of the 
church that could volunteer a couple of 
hours on a Friday.  Won’t you give her a 
call?  That number again is 625-5066. 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 
April 12   Easter     
Food Giving Sunday to benefit 
Hearts for the Homeless 
 
April 19    
Friends of the Night People 
See Bill Clark or sign up on the entry door 
 
May 10    Mother’s Day 
UTO Ingathering 
 - and -  
Food Giving Sunday to benefit 
Hearts for the Homeless 
 
Again, thank you for your continued sup-
port of Mission projects and services to the 
community. 
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Shine Your 
Shoes  
and  

Don Your 
Pearls 

 
On Friday, May 15th  7 – 9 PM 

 

Come to the  

Scaife Room at Calvary for a  

Cocktail Reception  
honoring The  

Reverend Steven Metcalfe and his  

future bride, Pearl Serkies. 

 

Sign up after the Church services 

every Sunday in April, or RSVP to 

your invitation that will be sent in 

early April to the entire Parish.   

The cost is $10 per person to offset 

reception expenses. 

 

Rather than individual gifts, 

it has been  

suggested we arrange an  

“all-parish” gift, and  

donations will be  

gratefully accepted for this.     

 

Child care will be available. 

Parish Life Presents... 

A Frog Hair FridayA Frog Hair FridayA Frog Hair FridayA Frog Hair Friday————May 1May 1May 1May 1    
 
 Join the fun Friday, May 1st at Frog 
Hair (Transit Rd. near Sheridan), the 
unique casual dining facility combined with 
sports entertainment.  A golf simulator al-
lows you to choose from courses world-
wide, from St. Andrew’s to Pebble Beach 
or one less challenging.   Bring your own 
clubs or rent there; the simulator tracks 
your ball from tee to green.  Not a golfer?  
Come and relax in the warm décor, and 
cheer your fellow Calvarians through each 
hole. 
 Details weren’t firm at our Chroni-
cles publishing deadline, so watch your 
Sunday Service Leaflets.   
 
Sundae SundaySundae SundaySundae SundaySundae Sunday————June 14June 14June 14June 14    
 
 Our second annual churchyard pic-
nic—unofficially redubbed Sundae Sunday—
will feature grills, Kevin Kozcka and his 
barbershop quartet, sundaes—and YOU!   
Bring your picnic hamper packed with your 
favorites—maybe you’ll want to bring some-
thing to share! -  and enjoy the June air 
outdoors.  We’ll provide bug juice, iced tea, 
water and grills.  Begins after the 10 AM 
service, and goes until—well—the last per-
son leaves!  In case of rain, we’ll picnic in 
the Scaife Room. 
 
Mark your calendar with these dates…Mark your calendar with these dates…Mark your calendar with these dates…Mark your calendar with these dates…    
 

September 26September 26September 26September 26————Oktoberfest FestOktoberfest FestOktoberfest FestOktoberfest Fest    
 

November 14November 14November 14November 14————All Saints and Sinners All Saints and Sinners All Saints and Sinners All Saints and Sinners 
Dance and DinnerDance and DinnerDance and DinnerDance and Dinner    

    
 To volunteer your help at any  Par-
ish Life Event, contact Julie Preston, or 
simply appear at our next meeting: 
Wednesday, May 6 at 7 p.m. in the Scaife 
Room. 
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Altar Guild Many Hands Make Light Work 
 
You’d be surprised at how many details are involved 
in setting and clearing a Eucharistic.  The Altar Guild 
is the ministry that assists the priests to prepare the 
alter, and it is a great way to get closer to the Sacra-
ments as well as stay in tune with the church year. 
 
We are a small, dedicated band of volunteers, 
and are urgently in need of more members.  
We currently have only seven full-time and two 
part-time members.  Altar Guild is an interest-
ing and fun activity for people of all ages – well, 
perhaps High School and older – and genders.  
There are opportunities both during the week 
and on weekends, and the time commitment is 
not extensive. 
 
Contact Janice Beam (634-4602) or Cheryl 
Albaugh (689-6013) if you are interested, or 
stop by the Sacristy (that cheery little room to 
the right of the altar) after church on Sunday.  
Please help us to ensure that the quality of 
presentation of the Eucharist will be maintained 
at its current high level. 

Ushers 
 
Dick Hopkins is feverishly seeking Ushers 
for the 8:00 a.m. services.  Call Dick (632-
6969) for more information or to put your 
name on the list! 

Parish Life Committee 
    Call Julie Preston at 632-5862  

Conjunction Junction—What’s your function?  
Hooking up people and committees and ministry 
and making ‘em run right. 
 
Conjunction Junction—How’s that function?  
We got lots of cars that get most of the job done. 
 
Conjunction Junction, what’s their function?   
We got Ushers and Mission and Altar Guild and 
Parish Life … 

Mission 
Committee 
        Call Sharon Jackson at 689-5719  

Choir 
 
 Call Debi Overton at 633-7800 ext. 

Membership 
Committee 
          Call Dick Welte at 565-0024  

Flower  
Ministry       

 Call Peg Brunton at 688-5217  
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The Wardens’ CornerThe Wardens’ CornerThe Wardens’ CornerThe Wardens’ Corner    
  
 

 The annual meeting was held on March 8th. For those who missed it, or for those who 
would like a recap, I will summarize. 
 
 The meeting was held in the sanctuary immediately following a 9:30 AM service. Father 
Steven Metcalfe opened by introducing the Wardens and Vestry and thanked them and the 
parish staff for their work. He thanked Wendy and Dave Schutte for the brunch they provided 
after the meeting. Father Ethan Cole and Becky Bissell put together a really nice slide show on 
the ministries of Calvary.  
 
 Stephen Munschauer, Treasurer, gave a financial report. Our church operates on a 
deficit budget. Most of our income comes from pledges. The shortfall between income and ex-
penditures is supplemented with money from the endowment and fundraising. The goal for the 
draw on the endowment is not to exceed an amount based on 5% of its value for the past three 
years.  This is key to our financial stability. The Vestry and Finance Committee have worked 
hard in the past couple of years to keep the draw as close to 5% as possible and this means 
reductions in spending. Calvary operates within its budget and even came in slightly under last 
year. 
 
 On the revenue side, our Stewardship Chair, Bruce Davidson, reported that the number 
of pledges increased from 220 to 238 in 2009. Though 23 pledging units from 2008 did not re-
new due to death, relocation, change in status, or declining to recommit, we had 41 new pledg-
ing units. The median pledge fell from $1200 to $1000, returning to a trend that had been for 
the previous three years, while the average pledge decreased from $1944 to $1781. The ac-
tual dollar amount pledged fell from $427,732 to $423,936. However, when non-pledging giv-
ing (such as foundations) is factored in, total giving actually increased from $441,372 to 
$449,416.  
 
 Tom Brunton reported on the Here for Good initiative. Senior Warden Jim Waack sum-
marized the goals of the Vestry in the coming months. Julie Preston received the Rector’s 
Award in recognition of her leadership of the Parish Life Committee. Father Steven Metcalfe’s 
closing remarks focused on Calvary’s history of taking on the future and working through con-
troversial issues. He noted that our parish had the first ordained female priest in the diocese 
and one of the first (if not the first) female wardens. The parish is always moving and changing 
in the context of a community of faith and love. 
 
 While watching and listening to the presentations, then enjoying a delicious brunch, I 
thought about how blessed we are to have so many talented and generous people in our con-
gregation. Thank you, Wendy and Dave Schutte for the brunch. Thanks to the Vestry for host-
ing. And thanks to Bill Clark, dishwasher pro. 
 
       Peace, 
       Janet Newall 
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United Thank OfferingUnited Thank OfferingUnited Thank OfferingUnited Thank Offering    
    
 Sunday, May 10th is a very important 
day.  Why? Because it is Mother’s Day and 
United Thank Offering (UTO) day.  If you don’t 
have a blue box, please pick one up in the 
back of the church.  Remember that those 
coins are significant because they represent 
thanksgiving for large and small daily gifts from 
God that brighten your life and the lives of 
those around you.  A daily prayer accompa-
nied by a coin in the blue box is a simple act. 
We appreciate that these are difficult times for 
many,  
making it even more important to give bless-
ings for the things that you do have.  Joined 
with the prayers and coins of many, it be-
comes a potentially life-altering force through-
out the world.  Please encourage everyone in 
your family to join the circle of thankful people 
and make a difference.  
 
 Won’t you take a few minutes at dinner 
time to share a prayer of thanks with your fam-
ily?  

Friends of Night People (FONP)Friends of Night People (FONP)Friends of Night People (FONP)Friends of Night People (FONP)    
    

  Just a reminder, that Calvary’s next 
bimonthly visit to FONP to serve the evening 
meal, happens on Sunday, April 19, 2009.   

 The FONP mission is to heighten public 
understanding of homelessness and poverty is-
sues and to provide basic and essential support 
services. The web site (http://
friendsofnightpeople.com) provides details on their 
history (founded in 1969) and lists various ways 
that people can volunteer and contribute to this 
worthwhile mission.  Besides supplying volunteers 
to serve the meal every other month, Calvary also 
buys foodstuffs for a daily meal for that month. 

 For those who wish to volunteer, please 
sign up on the board posted at the entry to the 
church hallway/cloak room for April (and other 
months listed).  Volunteers need to assemble at 
FONP by 4:30 PM as the meal service runs from 
5-7 PM.  Please contact Bill Clark if you have any 
questions or suggestions (741-9124).  Car pooling 
can be arranged. 

What’s black and white and yummy all over?What’s black and white and yummy all over?What’s black and white and yummy all over?What’s black and white and yummy all over?    
 
 Why, that would be the coffee, cream and treats served at Coffee Hour this year! 
 

 A bigbigbigbig thank you to the following who have volunteered to host or help out from mid January 
through March: Chris Miller & Sam Alessi, the Dysons & the Gartons, Altar Guild, Children & Youth Ministry, Chris Miller & Sam Alessi, the Dysons & the Gartons, Altar Guild, Children & Youth Ministry, Chris Miller & Sam Alessi, the Dysons & the Gartons, Altar Guild, Children & Youth Ministry, Chris Miller & Sam Alessi, the Dysons & the Gartons, Altar Guild, Children & Youth Ministry, 
Cris HicksCris HicksCris HicksCris Hicks----Usta & Sam Alessi (Sam gets a gold star for signing up just three weeks after already hosting!), Usta & Sam Alessi (Sam gets a gold star for signing up just three weeks after already hosting!), Usta & Sam Alessi (Sam gets a gold star for signing up just three weeks after already hosting!), Usta & Sam Alessi (Sam gets a gold star for signing up just three weeks after already hosting!), 
the Choir, the Dukes (thank you, firstthe Choir, the Dukes (thank you, firstthe Choir, the Dukes (thank you, firstthe Choir, the Dukes (thank you, first----timers!), the Frakes & the Sukows, Rick & Marie Hopkins & Family.timers!), the Frakes & the Sukows, Rick & Marie Hopkins & Family.timers!), the Frakes & the Sukows, Rick & Marie Hopkins & Family.timers!), the Frakes & the Sukows, Rick & Marie Hopkins & Family.    
    
 The good news is that we have all but two slots covered through the end of the Coffee Hour year but 
the bad news is that we still have two slots open (Mother’s Day and Memorial Day weekend).  I recognize 
that nobody wants to work on these weekends but please understand if you show up expecting coffee and 
it’s there but no one is pouring it, you just may need to pour your own.  Wouldn’t it 
be even better if someone (maybe you???) offered to host on one of these available 
Sundays?  Think of the joy you would bring to your thirsty co-parishioners (not to 
mention to me, your dutiful coordinator).. Thanks for your consideration! 
 
 Oh, and did I mention we still need hosts on 5/10 and 5/24… 
 
Carol Merrill—Hot Beverage Hour Coordinator 
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Please call Frank & Wilma Cipolla at Please call Frank & Wilma Cipolla at Please call Frank & Wilma Cipolla at Please call Frank & Wilma Cipolla at     
839839839839----0410 for more information0410 for more information0410 for more information0410 for more information    

 I am preparing for mid-terms here 
at General Theological Seminary, but what 
goes on around, through, over and under 
the academics is the real learning experi-
ence.   My recent struggles involve figuring 
out how to keep from losing myself to the 
demands of the workload, while finding my 
spirituality asserting itself more frequently, 
unexpectedly, and boldly.   In all honesty, it 
is the spiritual discovery that is most risky 
and frightening about this seminary experi-
ence.  I feel like I am changing so dramati-
cally, so quickly; I sometimes wonder if 
anyone will recognize me when I emerge?  
Or will I recognize myself?   
 
 I won’t ever remember how many 
Ls and Ps are in Philippians (too much 
tournament Scrabble where everything has 
3 alternate spellings). 
 
 I will always have 
Diet Coke on my shopping 
list, though I promised my-
self I’d go cold turkey.   
 
 And I need to ac-
cept the fact that although 
my mnemonic cartoon de-
vice for remembering 
Bishop Hippolytus of Rome 
(a hippo with a light bulb-
get it?) doesn’t meet my 
high artistic standards, it will have to be 
good enough because I have 20 more 
Early Christian theologians left on my 
study guide, and the exam is 3 days away. 
 
 My family has been so good to me, 
and my friends so supportive; I am truly 
blessed to be in your thoughts and prayers.   
Know that you are in mine as well.   
 
 
 

Peace,  
Claudia 

Hippos, Lightbulbs, Hippos, Lightbulbs, Hippos, Lightbulbs, Hippos, Lightbulbs,     
and A Seminarian’s ‘To Do’ Listand A Seminarian’s ‘To Do’ Listand A Seminarian’s ‘To Do’ Listand A Seminarian’s ‘To Do’ List    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Thought you might like to see what 
kinds of things are on this seminarian’s ‘To 
Do’ List: 
 
1.    Learn how to spell Philippians (1 L? 2 Ps?)1.    Learn how to spell Philippians (1 L? 2 Ps?)1.    Learn how to spell Philippians (1 L? 2 Ps?)1.    Learn how to spell Philippians (1 L? 2 Ps?)    
2.    Buy more Diet Coke (again)2.    Buy more Diet Coke (again)2.    Buy more Diet Coke (again)2.    Buy more Diet Coke (again)    
3.3.3.3.    Make a better cartoon for Hippolytus’ Make a better cartoon for Hippolytus’ Make a better cartoon for Hippolytus’ Make a better cartoon for Hippolytus’ Apos-Apos-Apos-Apos-

tolic Traditiontolic Traditiontolic Traditiontolic Tradition    

+ 
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oooo◦pine ◦pine ◦pine ◦pine (ō-pīn’) 
 
 From time to time, Calvary Chroni-
cles receives unsolicited opinions from pa-
rishioners.  In an effort to better character-
ize the nature of these submissions, an 
Opinions section 
has been created, 
where all such ma-
terial will be found 
in future issues. 
  
 If you have 
an opinion you’d 
like expressed in a 
s u b s e q u e n t 
Chronicles, please 
email your article/
letter to the Editor 
a t  c h i c k s -
cooks@msn.com., or drop it off at the 
church office.  We will only print signed 
material; no anonymous submissions will 
be considered. 
 
 The Editor, Wardens and (finally) 
Rector reserve final decisions to print ma-
terials.  We ask you to weigh your judg-
ments, words and intent thoughtfully and 
prayerfully prior to submitting your work. 
 

 
    
From the PewFrom the PewFrom the PewFrom the Pew    
By: George Mayer 
 
 If we are to be changed at all, it 
must be God who does the changing.  “All 
virtue,” said Augustine, “is a miracle.” 
 
 Change is God’s gift to His chil-
dren, He wants it for us and it is His nature 
to give it.  “…how much more will your Fa-
ther in heaven give good gifts to those who 
ask Him.”  Matthew 7:11  We must ask 
God to change us – give Him all that is 
wrong with us and wait for His working! 
 
 We can meditate on His word and 
seek His will with a determination to do it.  
We can think deeply about ourselves and 
the underlying causes of our behavior.  We 

can avoid people and situations that are 
ruinous to our souls.  We can worship with 
God’s people and look to them for interces-
sion, encouragement, and support.  These 

things work on us to draw us ever more 
deeply into His heart and into His hands.  
But in the end, only God can change us 
and make us what we were meant to be.  
“The one who has called you is faithful 
and He will do it!”  1 Thessalonians 5:24 
 
 It is significant to me that almost 
all verses that categorically promise an-
swers to prayer are associated in some 
way or another with the fruit of the Spirit.  
Here is one example:  “Ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be given you.  This is to 
my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit.”  John 15:7-8 
 
 This is a promise that God will re-
spond to every longing of ours for change – 
for greater love, joy and self-control.  If we 
hunger and thirst for his holiness, and ask 
Him for it, He will begin to satisfy us. 
 
 It comes to this: we can try to 
achieve righteousness on our own, or we 
can receive it!   The one makes us uptight 
because we are never good enough to sat-
isfy ourselves; the other makes us grateful 
for any progress we have made. 
 
 Are you dissatisfied with yourself?  
Do you have your sin and long to do bet-
ter?  Then you are in the same mind with 
God and you can ask Him to bring growth 
to you, “first the stalk, then the ear, then 
the full grain in the ear.”  He is very strong 
toward those whose hearts are like His. 2 
Chronicles 16: 9  We may despair of our-
selves (that, it seems, is inevitable); but we 
should never despair of God.  He is out to 
mature us.  Just give Him your permission 
to do so!  Place your full faith and trust in 
God! 
  

o◦pine (ō-pīn’) 
V.o◦pined, o◦oin◦ing, o◦pines 
V. tr. 
To state as an opinion. 
V. intr. express an opinion: 
opined on the defendant’s testi-
mony 
 
[Middle Anglish opinen, from 
Old French opiner, from Latine 
opīnārī, to suppose.] 
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Milestones 
 
 
 
Baptism 
Sofia Elizabeth Guadagna 
 
Newcomers 
Nancy Finley 
Lynn Cope 
Edith Kurczewski 
Bill & Anne Wadsworth 
 
Deaths 
Phyllis Kidston 
 
  

 
 

Saturdays:  
 June 20 AND June 27 �  9 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
 Calvary Episcopal Church parking lot 

 20 Milton Street � Williamsville 
 
Bring your old, unused, preferably working bicycles 
to our collection event.  A $10 donation per bike is 

suggested to defray the cost of shipping to an over-
seas charity partner.  These partners repair and 

distribute bikes to people in need.   
 

Checks acceptable.  Receipts for your  
tax-deductible donation will be issued.   

Sponsored by Calvary Episcopal Church and  
the Williamsville High School Class of 1969.   

 
Our goal is to collect 500 bicycles by July 11th 
to fill a container bound for Ghana or other needy 
partner port.  Questions—or how you can sponsor 

your own collection event—Contact Rev. Ethan 
Cole, Rick Hopkins, or Cris Hicks-Usta.  Visit 

www.bikesfortheworld.org for more information 
on the Bikes for the World program. 


