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ECS and Lent Looking Back…and Ahead by George Mayer 
 
 Two Lenten disciplines have accelerated my spiritual growth and 
strengthened my faith this season.  The first was a reverent viewing of 
“The Passion of the Christ.”  The second was a prayerful reading of the 
book “The Six Miracles of Calvary, Unveiling the Story of the Resurrection,” 
by Dan Schaeffer.  Both focus on the crucifixion of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus. 
 I cannot watch the scourging and death of Jesus without tears filling 
by eyes.  How He was tortured, tormented, mocked, humiliated, ridiculed, 
mistreated!  And, He chose to endure all of this unjust suffering for me 
(and you)!  A perfect, atoning, substitutionary sacrifice was required in or-
der to save me (us) and reconcile me (us) to God.  And, Jesus freely and 
willingly fulfilled this requirement of our holy and righteous God.  As a re-
sult, all of our sins have been forgiven (past, present and future).  We 
have, by his resurrection, been given the gift of eternal life.  And, we are 
given the Holy Spirit to dwell within us – our counselor, comforter, healer, 
teacher and guide.  It is finished!  Jesus accomplished all that it was im-
possible for us to earn, to achieve, to win for ourselves. Dan Schaeffer puts 
it this way: “What a delightful hope the believer in Christ can rejoice in!  
Because of this blessed hope, how deceiving is the pride and self-
sufficiency of men!  They speak of progress and improvement, of individual 
and social advancement.  From a specifically human point of view, this is 
not to be criticized, yet these are nothing more than adjustments to the 
same deteriorating condition.  We will never overcome the weaknesses and 
problems of this mortal life, so there can never be any radically satisfying 
improvement in our condition.  We are perfected only in Christ.  It will not 
be until that great city of God is finally revealed, whose gorgeous vision 
closes the Word of God, that man’s dream of perfection will ever be real-
ized.” 
 What next?  How do we respond to our Savior’s wondrous love?  My 
response is to love Jesus back, by giving Him my life as a living sacrifice, 
to try to love others (that includes you!) as Jesus loves me (us)!  Giving of 
my (our) treasures(s) to ECS is one small way that I (we) can show my 
(our) gratitude.  I (we) do it all for Him! 
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May 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

4/20/09     1 2  8 :30 AM 
Calvary 
Walkers & 

3 
8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior 
High 
9:00 Adult Educa-
tion 
9:45-10:40 Sunday 
School 

4   Audit 
6:30 PM Peg’s 
Yoga - SR 
6:30-7:30 PM 
CHNS Open House 

5   Audit 
10 AM Staff Meet-
ing 
2-8 PM Mir Ali - 
Upstairs Ofc. 
6:00 PM Linda 
Kane Yoga- SR 

6   Audit 
7 AM HE and 
Breakfast 
3:45 PM Ed. Comm 
(BP Search).-  
4:30 PM Children’s 
Choir 
7:30 PM Biblical 

7   Audit 
8:30 AM CHNS 
Teacher App. 
9:30 Morning 
Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible 
Study 
7 PM Choir Re-

8   Audit 9 

10 Mother’s 
Day 
8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior 
High 
9:00 Adult Educa-
tion 

11 
6:30 PM Peg’s 
Yoga - SR 
6:30 Vestry Meeting 

12 
10 AM Staff Meet-
ing 
2-8 PM Mir Ali - 
Upstairs Ofc. 
6:00 PM Linda 
Kane Yoga 
7 PM Boosters Exec 

13 
7 AM HE and 
Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s 
Choir 

14 
9:30 Morning 
Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible 
Study 
5 PM Decorate SR 
7 PM Choir Re-
hearsal - MR 

15 
 

16 8 AM-1 PM 
 B&G Clean UP 

17  Bishop’s Visit 
8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior 
High 
9:00 Adult Educa-
tion 
9:45-10:40 Sunday 
School 

18 
6:30 PM Peg’s 
Yoga - SR 

19 
10 AM Staff Meet-
ing 
1:30 Clergy Collegi-
ality Team -CR 
2-8 PM Mir Ali - 
Upstairs Ofc. 

20 
7 AM HE and 
Breakfast 
3:45 Ed. Comm (BP 
Search).- CR 
4:30 PM Children’s 
Choir 
7: 30 PM Biblical 

21 
9:30 Morning 
Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible 
Study 
7 PM Choir Re-
hearsal - MR 
2-8 PM Mir Ali-

22 23 

24 
8:00 HE 
9:00 Junior/Senior 
High 
9:00 Adult Educa-
tion 
9:45-10:40 Sunday 
School 

25 Memorial 
Day 
Office 
Closed 
 
 

26 
10 AM Staff Meet-
ing 
2-8 PM Mir Ali - 
Upstairs Ofc. 

27 
7 AM HE and 
Breakfast 
4:30 PM Children’s 
Choir 

28 
9:30 Morning 
Prayer 
10-11:30 Bible 
Study 
4-7 PM CHNS 
Chiavetta’s Fund-
raiser 

29 30 

31 
8:00 AM HE 
10:00 AM HE 

11:15 AM Coffee 
Hour 

5:00 PM Acer 
Concert 
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Mission NewsMission NewsMission NewsMission News    
from the Mission Committee 
 

 We ask the question again, what do you really know about the mission/
outreach program at Calvary Church?  Thanks to the clergy and Lisa Maxwell, 
our liaison with the Vestry, our goal is to acquaint people with who we really are, 
who we service, and why.  In the Chronicles each month, we will discuss one 
area of mission.  This month, we highlight the United Thank Offering (UTO). 

 
 

UNITED THANK OFFERING (UTO) 
  
 On Sunday, May 10th, we will be celebrating Mother’s Day.  This is a day 
set aside to give thanks for moms, grandmothers and aunts in our lives.  We will 
also be celebrating a very special day in the ministry of the Episcopal Church - 
United Thank Offering Sunday. 
 The UTO is an organization founded by women in 1889 intended originally 
to be supportive of women missionaries.  It has become a worldwide effort to 
meet compelling human needs and expand the mission and ministry of the 
church—for men, women, and children throughout the world. 
  
 You are invited join UTO by picking up a Blue Box.  Put it in a convenient 
place.  There are so many things in our everyday lives for which we can be thank-
ful - good weather, happy times, job opportunities, good health. . . . . Why the 
Blue Box? This is a way of thanking God for these good things that come into your 
life, of sharing these blessings by placing a coin in the Blue Box.  Your coin joins 
other coins given elsewhere, and they become part of a great pile of coins that 
become dollars.  These dollars are sent to places like Africa, where the money 
may buy goats for a whole village.  It may be used for schools, community cen-
ters, churches, and clinics.  The money from the Blue Box also helps build shelters 
for the homeless and children, women and men who have been hurt.  Through 
grants, UTO helps churches throughout the United States, and even in our own 
area. 
   
 Our children are also asked to return their Blue Boxes on May 10th, along 
with canned goods or non-perishable food items, since this is also FOOD GIVING 
SUNDAY, to benefit Hearts for the Homeless and their Mobile Soup Kitchen.  The 
children will bring their UTO boxes and food items to the altar, and will receive a 
gift for mom. 
  
 We look forward to this day of celebration for all mothers and for our sup-
port of the UTO. Thank you for your generosity.   

Food Giving Sundays—to benefit Hearts for the Homeless—May 10th and June 14th 
 

Friends of Night People—June 21st 
 

Meals on Wheels—Weekly on Friday mornings 
 

Please watch for and participate in the many MISSION  
ACTIVITIES throughout the year. REMINDE

RS! 
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….from the Choir Room 
 

A VERY SPECIAL EVENING SERVICE 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
May 31, 2009 

5:00 PM 
 

Guest Artist—Roland E. Martin, Composer & Organist 
Director of Music—Debi Overton 
Parish Choir of Calvary Church 

 
May 31, 2009 marks the 8th anniversary of the death of 
Oscar Acer.  The clergy and choir have commissioned 
noted local composer Roland Martin to write a piece to 
honor both Oscar and Petah for their respect and dedica-
tion to our worship and liturgy.  This composition is a 

five-movement work based on the poetry of George Her-
bert.   The poems chosen are: Easter (World Premiere on 

Easter, 2009 at Calvary Church, Williamsville), Paradise, Co-
lossians 3:3, Love Bade Me Welcome, and The Altar.   The 
service will also include the Evening Canticles and Phos 
Hilaron (Song of Light) of Mr. Martin.  Debi Overton will 
conduct the Calvary Parish Choir and the composer will 

be at the organ. 
 

Please join us as we acknowledge and offer tribute to the 
Acer’s for their unfailing commitment and loyalty to our 

community.  
 

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW IN THE SCAIFE ROOM 
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 Sunday School is winding down and concludes on May 
24th.  We’ve had our Last Supper and are looking forward to 
the Bishop’s Visit.  Moving Up day is May 3rd this year.  
We instituted this program a few years ago to provide the kids 
an opportunity in all grades to spend time with the teacher/
classmates that they will have in the fall.  We hope they can 
then look forward with less apprehension to the changes com-
ing in the fall.   An email will be sent to all families soon with 
specifics.    Please remember that all youth classes meet at 9 
a.m. and commence with the 7th grade.   
 
 We will be preparing for the Bishop’s visit on May 
17th by creating our own mitre hats.  Remember your blue 
box on Mother’s Day, May 10th.   

 

 PLEASE look for the Sunday school registration forms 
that will be coming home with your children in early May.  We 
again offer the option of registering on-line.  It is important to 
re-register your child each year to ensure that all or our infor-
mation remains accurate.  This is our primary means for main-
taining contact with parents.  Your support in ensuring good 
communication is much appreciated.   
 
Happy Spring! 
 
Lisa Maxwell, CYM Chair 
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Please call Frank & Wilma Please call Frank & Wilma Please call Frank & Wilma Please call Frank & Wilma 

 

The Membership Committee  

Report 

 Our committee is meeting 
monthly to continue our goal of men-
toring newcomers and developing 
ways to engage them in the life of 
the parish.  Our latest project is pro-
ducing a Welcome to Calvary bro-
chure that we can not only give visi-
tors but to distribute to the outside 
community we are trying to serve. 
We expect that to be printed in early 
May.  

 In an effort to broaden our 
efforts to tell the community about 
who we are, where we are and what 
we do, we are beginning to search for 
someone who has had experience in 
Public Relations that would volunteer 
to guide us. We want to do this effec-
tively and with a passion for 
growth.  We have a lot to talk 
about.  If any of you could help us, 
please call Dick Welte at 565 – 0024.  

 

Scholarship Announcement! 
 
 For those who plan on attending 
post high school educational programs 
and in need of a little cash, May is the 
month to apply for Calvary’s Scholarship 
funds.  Applications are available in the 
church office and must be submitted by 
May 31. If you have any questions, con-
tact the Church office or Rob Merrill.  

It’s— 
 

Sundae Sunday!  
 

The 2nd Annual Calvary Court-
yard Picnic 

Bring your own picnic lunch—and a dish 
to share, if you want! - and we’ll have 

the barbecue pits stoked.  
 

The Crescendoes Barbershop Quar-

tet return this year to entertain us. 

Sunday, June 14th—Flag Day!!   

Right after the last Sunday service 

 

Our Parish Life Committee will  

provide the grills, iced tea,  

lemonade,  

AND 
 

Ice Cream Sundaes topped with 

Strawberries, and whipped cream 
 

Bring the kids, your guitar, and a 

smile—to the  

Calvary Courtyard Picnic 
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ListListListList    

    

    

Bring:Bring:Bring:Bring:    

    

• One old bikeOne old bikeOne old bikeOne old bike    

• $10.00$10.00$10.00$10.00    

    

For:For:For:For:    

    

• Poor people overseas, Poor people overseas, Poor people overseas, Poor people overseas, 

like Africalike Africalike Africalike Africa    

    

Get:Get:Get:Get:    

    

• Tax deductible receiptTax deductible receiptTax deductible receiptTax deductible receipt    

• Good feeling for help-Good feeling for help-Good feeling for help-Good feeling for help-

ing out people thou-ing out people thou-ing out people thou-ing out people thou-

sands of miles away, sands of miles away, sands of miles away, sands of miles away, 

who will use my bike who will use my bike who will use my bike who will use my bike 

for transportation to for transportation to for transportation to for transportation to 

work, school or maybe work, school or maybe work, school or maybe work, school or maybe 

health carehealth carehealth carehealth care    

    

Sponsored by Calvary Sponsored by Calvary Sponsored by Calvary Sponsored by Calvary 

Episcopal Church, Bikes Episcopal Church, Bikes Episcopal Church, Bikes Episcopal Church, Bikes 

for the World, and the for the World, and the for the World, and the for the World, and the 

Williamsville High School-Williamsville High School-Williamsville High School-Williamsville High School-

Class of 1969.  Bike schol-Class of 1969.  Bike schol-Class of 1969.  Bike schol-Class of 1969.  Bike schol-

arships to offset $10 per arships to offset $10 per arships to offset $10 per arships to offset $10 per 

bike donation available to bike donation available to bike donation available to bike donation available to 

donors of more than one donors of more than one donors of more than one donors of more than one 

bike, courtesy of Class of bike, courtesy of Class of bike, courtesy of Class of bike, courtesy of Class of 

‘69.‘69.‘69.‘69.    

June 20 and 27June 20 and 27June 20 and 27June 20 and 27    
9 am to 12 pm9 am to 12 pm9 am to 12 pm9 am to 12 pm    

Calvary Episcopal Church parking lotCalvary Episcopal Church parking lotCalvary Episcopal Church parking lotCalvary Episcopal Church parking lot    
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o◦pine (ō-pīn’) 
 
 From time to time, Calvary 
Chronicles receives unsolicited opin-
ions from parishioners.  In an effort 
to better char-
acterize the na-
ture of these 
submissions, an 
Opinions section 
has been cre-
ated, where all 
such material 
will be found in 
future issues. 
  
 I f  you 
have an opinion 
you’d like expressed in a subsequent 
Chronicles, please email your article/
letter to the Editor at chicks-
cooks@msn.com., or drop it off at 
the church office.  We will only print 
signed material; no anonymous sub-
missions will be considered. 
 
 The Editor, Wardens and 
(finally) Rector reserve final decisions 
to print materials.  We ask you to 
weigh your judgments, words and 
intent thoughtfully and prayerfully 
prior to submitting your work. 
 

 
From the Pew 
By: George Mayer 
 
 Maturity, when it comes, will 
come in its own time and way.  Our job 
is to follow the Lord in humility and sim-
plicity and keep ourselves open to what 
He is doing in and around us.  We must 
give in to Him with a humble heart and 
let Him work everything out for us. 
 
 When God directs the work, He 
goes straight for the center of what He 
hates most in us.  And, it may not be the 
thing we hate, but rather something we 
hold most dear! 

 God alone knows what matters 
need to be addressed and in what order.  
Let God do what seems right to Him.  
Press on in the confidence that His proc-

esses are adequate to deal with your 
sin, asking for His help and offering 
yourself up to His will, content (though 
never satisfied) until we “take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 
(us).” Philippians 3:12 
 
 T.S. Eliot put it this way: “Teach 
us to sit still, our peace in His will.” 
 
 Ponder this gracious assurance: 
“That out God may count you worthy of 
His calling, and that by His power He 
may fulfill every good purpose of yours 

and every act prompted by your faith.” 2 
Thessalonians 1:11  He has instilled in 
you the desire to do better.  He who 
prompted the desire is able to fulfill it. 
 
 In the meantime, while you wait 
for His perfect work, do not worry about 
your failures.  Offer up to God all that 
worries and annoys you and wait for Him 
in peace. 
 
 Phyllis McGinley writes, “The won-
derful thing about saints is that they 
were human.  They lost their tempers, 
scolded God, were egotistical or testy or 
impatient in their turns, made mistakes 
and regretted them.  Still they went on 
doggedly blundering toward heaven.” 
 
 So, blunder on!  Do not dwell on 
present failings, or on the dead past.  
Every day has its mishaps and memories 
of something we should have done or not 
done.  “Never look back” must be our 
motto.  Press on!  Though in-process and 
incomplete, we are freely loved, fully for-
given, and on our way to glory!  Sin may 
frustrate us for a day, but God’s favor 
goes on forever and on ahead lies perfec-
tion.  Someday soon we shall see God 
face-to-face and we shall be like Him – 
“holy as the Holy One.”  What an assur-
ance! 
 

“o◦pine “ con’t on next page 

o◦pine (ō-pīn’) 
V.o◦pined, o◦oin◦ing, o◦pines 
V. tr. 
To state as an opinion. 
V. intr. express an opinion: 
opined on the defendant’s testi-
mony 
 
[Middle Anglish opinen, from 
Old French opiner, from Latine 
opīnārī, to suppose.] 
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Milestones 
 
 
Baptisms 
Ian Michael Fleming 
Holden Patrick Fleming 
Colin Benjamin Fleming 
Andrew English 
 
Newcomers & Visitors ~ Say hello to... 
Marguerite Leman 
Barry Stark 
Chuck & Kelly Schultz 
Lori Kieffer & Richard Lynn 
David Hettrick 
 
Deaths 
Jean Daigler Preston ( Julie & Bob’s  
daughter-in-law) 
 
Important Dates 
May 10 ~ Mother’s Day and UTO Sunday 
May 16 ~ B&G Clean-Up Day 
May 17 ~ Bishop’s Visit 
May 31 ~ Concert in honor of  
 Oscar and Petah Acer 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
From the desk of Pauline Dyson: 
 
 One of the areas that churches need to 
address is the connected issues of global warm-
ing and poverty.  Such world-wide topics seem 
so overwhelming, beyond our powers to correct. 
This is the mind set of not only churches but 
governments.  Often heard is the opinion; “Why 
should the U.S. cut back its energy use when so 
many developing, more populated nations such 
as China or India are increasing theirs.”?   If na-
tions as strong and powerful as ours fail to do 
something about the environmental issues that 
affect quality of life, then how can we expect 
other nations to take the initiative.  

 An ad on the editorial page of the NY 
Times caught my eye.  Under a picture of a dis-
tressed looking African mother and child was the 
statement WHO’S UNDER YOUR CARBON FOOT-
PRINT?   This paid advertising was not the typi-
cal oil company propaganda proclaiming their 
corporations as earth friendly and conservation-
ally aware, but in fact placed there by the 
Catholic church.  The message read “The impact 
of climate change falls heaviest on the 
poor.  Catholics are pledging to tread lightly and 
act boldly.   

 The organization called the CatholicCli-
mateCovenant sponsored the ad which explains 
how “Our cars, power plants, growing energy 
consumption and waste are leaving a bigger and 
bigger carbon footprint…and that it is the poor 
in the U.S. and world wide that are hurt most 
with droughts, floods, hunger, unemployment, 
and fewer resources to respond to these prob-
lems.” 

 While none of this is news to those aware 
of the interrelationship between climate change 
and poverty, it impressed me that this ad was 
sponsored by a church.  Even the politically con-
servative Evangelical churches in America have 
joined the religious band-wagon to address the 
global warming/ poverty issue.   It got me 
thinking about Calvary church and its missions 
and education program.  It is one thing to pray 
for the poor and hungry of the world.  It is good  

o◦pine con’t’d. 

to work on local endeavors to better the life of 
Buffalo’s street people, political refugees, inner-
city schools, and to give to Episcopal world-wide 
charities.  Yet how much awareness is there 
about how national and world-wide energy poli-
cies affect the very poverty we are trying to 
stem?  Perhaps this is a topic we should read 
and talk about in an adult education session at 
our Church. There needs to be a connection, it 
seems to me, between social action and relig-
ion.  At least that is my O P I N E. 


